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BATTLE FOR WATERLOO 

THE UNTOLD STORY! 


O n Saturday 12 September, the 
far-right in Britain suffered its 
biggest public humiliation for 
many years in what has become 
Known as toe "Battle of Waterloo" 

The neo-nazi music group. Blood 
and Honour, pubfccfy announced they 
were holding a gig in London. Add¬ 
itional 'muscle* was being supppiied 
by the British National Party and the 
British National Socialist Party. Wat¬ 
erloo was chosen as the re-direction 
point. The gig was sponsored by a 
mainstream promoter (rumoured to be 
John Kurd). 


-This is brilliant!...it's 

mad enough to have been 
organised by Red 
Action *7 


It was designed by the far-right as a 
show-down, thereafter having cleared 
the way of any tangible resistance, 
moves would be made to cash in on 
Blood and Honour's commercial and 
political potential. SkyiAcwSiy. despite 
posters appearing as far as Newcast¬ 
le and Ednburgh, and reports of publi¬ 
city distributed in Europe, the anti¬ 
racist movement refused to be 'pro¬ 
voked*. 

With less than two weeks to go. the 
Anti -Nazi League announced they 
were holding a march - in Thornton 
Heath! With less than a week to go. 
Anti-Fascist Action picked up the 
gauntlet. At a rain-soaked Unity 
Carnival in Hackney, thousands of 
antifascists were alerted to the signifi¬ 
cance of the event by live perfomers 
like The Biaggers and 15.000 dtftnb- 
uted leaflets. Between 1.200 and 
1.500 people answered the call. 


EUSTON: 

AFA'S 
DOUBLE 
WHAMMY! 




On Thursday 10 September, two 
days before the gig was due to go 
ahead. AFA issued a press release m 
which spokesman. Eamonn Kent, 
promised maximum disruption. He 
said. '« will be done peacefully if we 
are atowed. bui we are undaunted by 
the proepect of physical confrontation 
and in Pie end it may weM be like the 
Battle of Waterloo' It was to prove a 
prophesy of some substance 
'Casualties 

At the high point of the Battle, no 
less than five oentral London stations, 
including Charing Cross and Waterloo, 
were closed. In addition. 200 right¬ 
wingers. herded by police onto 
Waterloo Bridge for safety, brought 
traffic to a standstill for over an hour 
There were 44 arrests in total, mainly 
anti-fascists, with almost as many 
'casualties’, mainly fascists, needing 


the World the next day desenbed it as: 
"Custer's last stand"! An AFA press 
release on the same day claimed vic¬ 
tory 'Waterloo wee a tactical battle 
between us and the far-right, ue and 
the police. Yesterday we won. Onoe 
the polloe were forced to does the 
station 
through 
weight of 
numbers 
we knew 
we were in 
control. 

•The 
Battle for 
Waterloo 
was a 
watershed 
In the 

b'.'t.Vjn On,dim*,, Blood 



A pokes officer quoted m the News of 


A massive police operation 
was needed to alow the 
British National Party to 
hold their annual rally on 
London In Saturday October 
24th. Members of the Territorial 
Support Group, backed up by 
mounted police and aerial sur¬ 
veillance were deployed from 
10am at the BNP's redirection 
point near Eueton (determined to 
prevent a repeat of Waterloo) 


Onoolmany ‘Blood 
and Honour' casual - 
ties on the day 


Station, and were still on duty 
eight hours later, protecting the 
actual venue In Great Smith St, 
Victoria from attack. The cost of 
the operation is estimated to run 
to six figures. 

Despite gaining 20% of the vote 
In a recent by-election, the BNP 
are clearly frustrated at their 
inability to break out of their 
semi-twilight world. Their 1092 
rally which had bean described 


Due to en AFA counter-demo e 
massive police operation costing 
tens of thousands of pounds was 
needed to allow the 1992 BNP rally to 
take place. 

(Right) Mounted police at venue of 
BNP rally at Victoria. 


and the right throughout 
Europe... It's a battle for 
control of the streets...The 
tactics favoured by the 
Anti-Nazi Leegue and other 
liberal anti-racist groups 
have been eclipsed by yee- 

.-■-■ - .Jnlnni ■ 

isroay s victory. 

THE INSIDE 
STORY 

When the first sightings of 
the posters proclaiming 
•Screwdriver Back in London’ 
were reported five weeks 
prior to the event. AFA organ¬ 
isers responded to them with 
scepticism. The principal rea¬ 
son was that Screwdriver had 
not even attempted to play in 
London for over three years 
Moreover, they had never 
previously advertised their gigs pub¬ 
licly. 

On the last occassion such a project 
was mounted on 27 May 1989. their 
principle pre-occupation was to keep 
the event hush-hush It was ticket only 
with applications to be made by post 
etc Twelve hundred tickets were sold 
throughout Europe in advance 
The promise made by Blood and 
Honour was. 'Money back if not 
delighted" Due entirely to the efforts of 
AFA, only 300 got in. Blood and 
Honour collapsed. 

So. lustifiabty wary of an elaborate 
hoax. AFA hesitated in calling the 
counter-demonstration while others in 
the anti-racist movement did so for 
less acceptable reasons 
Boasted 

On Friday 11 September, Neil 
Parish, a Blood and Honour organiser, 
told the medu he would be available 
for interviews on the concourse at 


In their publications as "the 
most important event of the 
year" was for the first time pub¬ 
licly advertleed. The expectation 
wae that the numbers attending 
would thereby Increase. 

In 1091 the rally was attended by 
just under 500. Encouraged by 
the high profile given to their 
counter-parts in W. Germany, 
they would have with some con¬ 
fidence expected to edd consid¬ 
erably to that number this year. 
Anti-Fascist Action called a 
counter-demonstration at the 
assembly point an hour before 
the fascists were Invited to 
assemble, which caused precise¬ 
ly the opposite to happen. 
Clearly the police were not the 
only ones to anticipate trouble 
as less than 300 right-wingers 
attended. Nor were the right¬ 
wingers the only ones to get 
cold feet. Neither the Anti-Nazi 
League, or the Anti-Racist 
Alliance who had both been 
Invited produced any visible 
presence. This wee a repeat per¬ 
formance of Waterloo where 
ARA reportedly said they did not 
attend because "AFA could not 
guarantee our personal safety"!. 
On the anniversary of Its launch 
many people Including Its own 
supporters must now be asking 
what If any Is the legitimate rea¬ 
son for ARA (and Indeed the 
ANL's) existence. 


Waterloo at 4,30pm Asked by a 
reporter from Sky News how they 
would find him. he boasted they 
expected between 1.000 and 2.000 
so. "Youl have no trouble finding us'* 
4 30pm was the time AFA was sched¬ 
uled to arrive 

At 3.20pm. m a departure from our 
own agenda. 150 secunty stewards 
materialised on the concourse at Wat¬ 
erloo By 3.25pm the first three "bone- 
heads’ had probably resigned them¬ 
selves to spendng the ntf* in casualty 
So began the Battle tor Waterloo 
Initially taken by surprise, the plod 
began the ardous task ot trying to dis¬ 
tinguish the "politically motivated" from 
the genuine travellers Huge sweeps 
across the station herded both anti¬ 
fascists and. possibly even more reluc¬ 
tant. fascists towards the exits 

A copper screamed , * If you 
run, we're fucking 
running with you m ! 

Once outside, the fascists were 
inevitably attacked. When the police 
rushed out to intervene, they left gaps 
In the thin blue line’ through which 
anti-fascists artfuHy filtered This game 
of cat and mouse continued for an 
hour. 

AFA's objective at this stage was not 
to 9 eek physical confrontation with the 
scattered bands of fascists beginning 
to congregate outside, but to physical¬ 
ly occupy the station concourse itself 
As long as we ’held’ the station it 
would be the natural rallying point for 
our own forces while automatically 
rendenng it useless as a redirection 
point for the opposition 
By 5pm there were estimates of 

Continued on back page. 


For militant supporters of Anti- 
Fascist Action on the other 
hand, the demonstration at 
Euston began the way the demo 
at Waterloo had ended with liter¬ 
ally hundreds of them Imprisoned 
for hours within police corrals. 


INSIDE 

Interview with 

Republican 

Pow 


The Politics 
of Malcolm X’ 

Codename: 

Operation 

Blackshirt 














urtng tha 


August 

Pkend in 


R.A. 


Republican prisoners In Long 
Kooh and Maghaberry jails. 

Ona of turn, Bobby Moray, 
agraad to bs interviewed tor 
R.A. and apoka to ua about 
Ns Involvement In tha strug¬ 
gle for Liberation and gave 
an analysts of bow ha saw 


I was arre tte d on 20 Aug^., 
tie day Mfchate Devxie dted on 
hunger-strike. Thara was a riot 

in 1 


both Insido and outalda of 
tha lads. 

Pnhhn a aa#l> >a la 

DODoy nss Dftn aciivt in 
tha Rapublican Movamant 
alnca tha aarty aavantiaa, and 
praaontly aarvlng his sixth 
tarm In jail after baing repeat- 


announced Tha RUC and 
Army wars using plastic 
to contain tha riot whan 
an IRA ASU on defence duty 
engaged ona of these units A 
British solder was wounded. As 
tha ASU was disengaging, it 
cams upon a large force of 
RUC personnel Wio fined upon 
and rammed their vehicle They 
ware subsequently forced to 
stop their car by tha RUC and 
other Briteh Army support units 


main gate complex, a number 
of volunteers aHgNed and pro¬ 
ceeded to secure this area 
which Included the main tally 
lodge tor tha vetting of security 


fades. They sought tuthieve 
this by moving them from wing 
to wing on a random basis 
•vary two to three weeks at a 
moments notes They ware not 
permitted to be doubled up in 


ft £"\ ill ilfita rS f. i j-in. 11# an 

nnairy convvciQO Of potnaCJM 


In 1M3 ha annoyed a brief 
taste of froadom whan ha 
was ona of tha 38 Republican 
POW'a who broke out of 
Long Kaah In tfw biggest |aN 
break alnca World War R. 

• What was ft Ilka tor you 
growing up In Bettaat at the 
tkna ot tha prooant contact? 

I was 13 years of age when 
the British Army want on the 
streets of Belfast xi 1969 Prior 
to Vila I Itvad in a ■moecf area 
and encountered no real prob¬ 
lems within that environment. I 
wnnessea me pogroms in Norm 
Belfast and m particular the bias 
of the RUC and The Specials 
who allowed many catholic 
homes to be destroyed etc. 
Between 1969 and 1972 we 
had to move home twice 
because of this type of loyalist 


I joined the Republican 
Movement in 1972 By this time 
I had witnessed the aggression 
of the British Army on our 
streets My father and brother 
were among a large number of 


and tortured in the Girwood 
Barracks, one of a number of 
sucn detention centres 
At an unemployed youth now 
living in the republican 
Andersonstown area I was sub¬ 
jected to the almost daily 
harassment that was very much 
in practice at that time. I can 
remember the events in Derry 
on 30 January 1972 as tha 
British Army murdered 13 
unarmed, defenceless 
marchers on their own streets, 
and this had such a significant 
and profound effect on me that I 
then joined the Republican 
Movement. 

• What was It Ilka baing a 
Rapublican actlvlat during 
tha parlod of tha 19$1 
Hunger-Strike? 

As one can imagine, the 
Hunger-Strike period was one 
filled with emotion On the out¬ 
side we were only too aware of 
the centrality that the pnsons 
had taken m the struggle. Many 
of those who went on the fast 
and died were not only com¬ 
rades but very close friends, 
therefore there was a great 
sense of urgency m everything 
we did. This was reflected in 
the level of thought that went 
into the planning and timing of 
military operations to ensure 
nothing would detract from the 
focus on the Hunger-Strike 
indeed that they should act in a 
complimentary manner 
The election of Bobby Sands 
in Fermanagh/South Tyrone 
highlighted tor us the need tor a 
sound political machine to 
ensure that our struggle could 
be taken to the widest audience 


original engagement. I was 
arrested in this vehicle, along 
with two other comrades I was 
subsequently “convicted* in a 
Dtotock oourt and sentenced to 
18 years i mprisonment tor pos¬ 
session of two riflaa 
• What was tha a/tuat/on 
whon you ontorod Long 
Kooh? 

I spent 11 months on remand 
and therefore whan I reached 
Long Kesh it was in the post 
hunger-strike period. I immedi¬ 
ately joined my comrades on 
the "no work" protest (by this 
time we were wearing our own 
clothes) who were very much 
analysing the whole nature of 
the pnson struggle There was 
no doubting that the political 
battle ie the one over cnmmak- 
sation had been soundly won 
by the hunger-strikers. 
Internally, within the jail the 
attainment of our clothes 
allowed ua toe breadth to assert 
ourselves to establish prison 
conditions conducive to our 
political status as outlined m toe 
hunger-strikers' ftva demands 
The whole nature and empha¬ 
sis of 
struggle 
took a 
new 
departure 
in the 
post* 

Hunger- 


In toe taly lodge an atom was 
meed, »lour volunteers were 
designated to hold this area as 
toe other 34 man want out the 
main gale in to toa surroundtog 
countryside Despite repeated 
warnings a number of prison 
vwvdars triad to atop man from 
exiling this area and in an ensu¬ 
ing confrontation a prison 
warder received a number of 
wounds to the stomach and ha 
subsequently died of a heart 


cals wflh another prisoner, toay other topical matte* Too often 
were moved in separate vane to In tha past paopia Kka Fr Faul 
piacaa Mw visits, hospital, gym, have bate accorded incorrectly 
•tc Tha NIO liked to portray as someone who knows how 
toem as people atoo oouid use we think and feel, now wito toe 
longer periods in Nngs to *ptot Glor Gate and toe POW depari- 
and plan* but of oourae without merit we have that deer voice 
ever having to produce evi- of our own. 
dance to substantiate such • How do you view tha 
Rapublican Movamant a 
loadorahipt po alt I on 
daacrlbad by aoma a$ ono of 
playing down tha armod 
otruggla and dlatanclng 
thomaalvoa from tha IRA'a 


teory la ourranfly being used tor RoMng DevotuSon but our maa- 
a ptey on RTE. 8o on tois level sage was very precise In that 
•lone tha results have been wa said that al attempts at an 
uary pleasing PoMtoafly, i has internal aoluten would Rounder 
given ua a Wong voioa to stole as toay hava and as toay WL 
our MnMng on too struggle and • Some people here aug- 


down the will ot the 
Brltlah, It l§ In foot tha 


ho a boon worn down and It la 


I totaly reject tote It la a secu¬ 
rity measure but at outlined 
above It la an attempt to ieototo, 
to force psychological pres¬ 
sures on me as an individual. 


forward. Can you commant? 
There can be no doubling tote 
thara are periods whan tha 


Red Action interview with 
Republican prisoner of war 


A massive 

RUC/Bntish army 
operation want 
into action and 
they threw a num¬ 
ber of cordons 
around tha prison 
and surrounding 
areas Despite 
tois, 19 man made 
good their escape 
• How would 
you doacrlbo 


inmi msuonsmp 
arrhradat? 

On a day-to-day 
basis much of the 
tension that exist¬ 
ed vt tha 1976-86 
period has been 



INSIDE THE MAZE 


In tha peat number of years 
tha movamant, through tha 
Scenario for Peace and 
Towards a lasting Peace, has 
consciously embarked on a 
strategy to sptel out in precise 
terms what wa view at our 
analysis to how a lasting and 
meaningful peace can be 
esaoisneain irwand 
The media and other agen¬ 
cies have deliberately triad to 
usa this to create a situation 
whereby whan Republicans talk 
about resolving the oonfhct It ia 
immediately sean in terms of 
tRA Motonoa* Thus in essence 
saying tote without IRA actions 
wa would have peace Our 
position is that tha IRA and 
resultant armed resistance is 
bte a symptom of the problem 
and not the cause. 

Therefore, because of this 
ongoing situation where Sinn 
Fain has consistently articulat¬ 
ed that they understand tha 
reason and basis for armed 
no longer feel that 
they must 
respond to 
•vary IRA 
operation. Of 
course, tha 


glaa to appear as V they have a 
chance of securing a settle¬ 
ment. They al have bean short 


Strike period. Prior to this it was 
necessary to openly confront 
the Pnson administration and 
the British Government in not 
accepting “cnminal status* ie. 
we were on the blanket. We 
now knew that open confronta¬ 
tion of toe type experienced in 
the previous five years was not 
the way forward. The key to 
securing our objectives (creat¬ 
ing the conditions which mir¬ 
rored our pokticaJ status) lay in 
ua tackling the system from 


On a personal level it was a 
very active period which 
ensured that I came to realise 
that for toe struggle to be suc¬ 
cessful we needed more than a 
strong military machine Tha 
hunger-strikers were a constant 
source ot inspiration because 
they were very courageous vof- 


• Wbef wara tha clrcum- 
atancaa aurroundlng your 
In mi? 


• Con you daocrfba tha 19$3 
oocopo and your own o hogod 

rota In tha aacapo? 

Like all military operations the 
escape is subject to certain 
security considerations (as is 
my own particular role etc) So 
rather than describe my own 
role I will give a brief account of 
events that day On Sunday 25 
September 1983 at 3pm armed 
volunteers in co-ordinated 
movement throughout H-Block 
7 took over the four wings and 
the Administration centre and 
arrested aH 27 prison warders 
thus secunng total control of the 
area 

As the centre was being taken 
over, a prison warder attacked 
a Volunteer He was challenged 
and then shot once He was 
attended to by a prison Medical 
Warder who was present m toe 
Block 

Several of our men then 
donned prison warders' uni¬ 
forms and commandeered the 
prison food lorry when it arrived 
xi the Block at 320pm 

Thirty-eight Republican POWs 
then boarded the lorry and the 
driver was instructed to follow a 
route to the front gate of the 
prison as outlined to him by the 
operational commander 

The Block remained secure 
with the captured prison 
warders being held by a rear 
guard of POWs. After an 
•greed period this rearguard 
made good their ‘escape* 


removed. Thia was a conscious 
decision on our behalf in that 
once the POA (screws' union) 
removed Itself from actively try¬ 
ing to deny us proper recogni¬ 
tion as political prisoners and 
stop interfenng in our struggle 
with the NIO Poor to 1983 in 
particular the POA was a very 
potent weapon m toe NIO push 
to defeat us internally, they 
used their potency to demand 
better pay and conditions etc 
Therefore our first task was to 
neutralise this potent weapon 
Once achieved, then the POA 
refused to beoome toe ‘cutting 
edge*, it was felt that we could 
have a similar relationship as 
what existed in toe special cate¬ 
gory status days »e non-inter¬ 
ference xi matters which dxf not 
concern them Of course, we 
are very mindful that this situa¬ 
tion has been impelled upon toe 
POA xi this jail - one only has to 
consider their attitudes and 
actions in Maghaberry and 
Belfast [Crumlm Road] to 
realise that the leopard finds it 
difficult to remove its spots 
Similarly in 1988 when the 
RPOWs were involved in dia¬ 
logue with the NIO and the 
Pnson administration to secure 
better conditions etc an ele¬ 
ment within the POA tried to 
resurrect their political clout 
The leader of this clique was 
well known as one of those who 
was to the tore at the time of 
the Blanket period, he was 
identified and executed by the 
IRA. The remaining rump within 
the POA were warned that they 
would not be permitted to 
‘recapture’ their previous posi¬ 
tion of dominance. 

• Wa undaratand that you 
ara a "radbook * prlaonar . 
What doe* this involve? 

Tha *Rad Book' was intro¬ 
duced In the aftermath of tha 
escape and it represents an 
attempt by the prison adminis¬ 
tration to isolate a certain group 
of prisoners from their com- 


The NIO toctty accept tote the 
security angle is negated by toe 
whole physical and geographi¬ 
cal layout of this jail eg. in 
British prisons “Rad Books* 
(Cat A) are moved from pnson 
to pnson - however this does 
not stop the constant mova¬ 
mant from wing to wing 
•How do you view the tor- 
motion and poelbon taken by 
the Looguo of Communlat 


Their formation came about xi 
tha aftermath of tha move¬ 
ment's decision to end abaten- 
tiomsm in 1986, no doubt a 
period when a lot of our mem¬ 
bers found themselves at a 
political crossroads. The LCR 
left that this was proof that toe 
movement was 'reformist* and 
the nature of that reformist ten¬ 
dency could not be corrected 
from within the movement. 
They followed the logic of their 
own analysis and left the move¬ 
ment l fundamentally disagree 
with both their analysis and 
their subsequent course of 
action I firmly believe that our 
policy of abstentiomsm is the 
single most significant factor 
that had retarded our political 
progression in toe 26 Counties 
and we still suffer from toe fall¬ 
out of that 'retarded* analysis to 
this very day 

• An you phoeod with the 
'Captive Voice m end how 
Important la It to prieonere? 

The stated objective ot the 
Glor Gala is to provide a forum 
on which we as pnsoners can 
promote our culture and 
address the many important 
political issues in both Ireland 
and abroad. Therefore it is a 
vary important concept to us. 
Wa feel that It has bean very 
successful in that a lot of corre¬ 
spondence has resulted to toe 
editors and to individual con¬ 
tributors. A number of other 
periodicals have asked for per- 
mtoaion to RA some of toe arti- 
claa lor publication Ona short 


this is Sinn 
Fain distancing thamsalvaa 
from tha IRA. Howavar, tha 
actuality is that Sinn Fain ara 
challenging tha madia and 
other agencies to accept that 
armed conflict is a reality and 
gat down to tha serious busi¬ 
ness of resolving it. 

• Maaauraa takan by tha 
Qovarnmant hava claarly 
raaultad In tha - contain- 
manT of tha Sinn Fain vote 
at a atobie level How would 
you now viaw tha valua ot 
tha Rapublican Movement a 
wholesale involvement In the 
electoral proceot? 

I view our currant electoral 
strategy as the correct way to 
complement tha armed strug¬ 
gle in creating tha circum¬ 
stances where a British govern¬ 
ment will allow toe Inah people 
to determine their own future 
Our electoral strategy provided 
the basis to promote our politi¬ 
cal alternative to that block In 
Irish self-determination. So all 
the measures which to a 
degree have ‘contained* elec¬ 
toral support (ie measures like 
identity cards, non-violence 
pledge, censorship etc) are a 
reflection of how significant that 
strategy has bean in not only 
providing that alternative but 
laying bara that claim that toe 
British are somehow 'neutraT in 
this conflict. 

The current British strategy 
vis-a-vis the Stormont talks is 
no different from other failed 
British initiatives in that they 
exclude Sinn Fein Repubteans 
would argue that we ara exclud¬ 
ed becauae wa provide toe only 
realistic and to date untried 
solution to this conflict ie that 
toe Bndsh, by removing them¬ 
selves pokteaJty, enow toe Irish 
people to control their own des¬ 
tiny. So it is in tois light that tal< 
of Sinn Fain being ‘out in toe 
ookf mute be viewed. We were 
'out in the cokf at Sunmngdate. 
Atkins Constitutional 
Conference and Jim Prior's 


down to RapuMcan i 
they ara down to tha 
irraformabte nature of tha Six 
County state 

Wa ara conscious that tha 
task of RapubRcane ia not sim¬ 
ply to thwart Brttteh tetantots to 
stabilise the situation but to 
seek methods to spaed up toa 
process of their withdrawal. So. 
far from tha British wearing 
down Republicans, wa hava 
shown that our analysts wool 
go away and al tha attempts by 
Britain just highlight how much 
they wish to remain hare. 

• How do you view tha 
upaurga In Loyallat vio¬ 
lence? 

Throughout too history of tha 
Sa County state. Loyalists have 
always fait that if toe status quo 
was In any way threatened then 
al they had to do was raapond 
with violence against tha 
ntetonteW population - after tel 
that was the basis on which toe 
state was founded. In recent 
times every time the 'union* 
even looked remotely under 
scrutiny they hava reacted by 
assassinations. Of course, 
many loyalist murder squads 
hava bean under toa dkact oon- 
trol of tha British Security 
Services and tola alowad them 
another avenue to repeal 
ntetonteW raalatanca and at tha 
same time appearing to be the 
referee in an Tntractabte' con¬ 
flict. 

• With the break up of 
Eaatam Europe what are tha 
proapocta for aodokam? 

Unfortunately, tha whole 
made portrayal has tetowad tha 
important developments to 
remain ignored. Initially, many 
of those states wara never per¬ 
mitted to decide their own des¬ 
tinies and became part of a 
power bloc and in aasanca part 
of tha power politics involved 
between East and West. The 
conditions In those countries 
now will permit tha contradic¬ 
tions of capitalism to emerge 
and permit socialism to become 
a name tetematlva rather than 
an imposed ona as it was saan 
to be in tha past. I view tha 
prospects for socialism to be 
sound, certainly it is not tei easy 
path which bee befora ua but as 
we have found here, struggle 
cannot be measured xi weeks, 
months Howavar, If your objec¬ 
tive is based on sound funda¬ 
mental pnnapiee then by prop¬ 
er application of tha resultant 
strategy, the resolution ot tha 
problem can be achieved. 

Bo ralbh agat-sa 
Wa would Ilka to thank 
Bobby for giving hte ttma to 


As ha would ba first to point 
out, hte story and present sit¬ 
uation, ara far from being 
unique amonost Reoubllcan 
activists and that thara are 
presently over 700 Row's In 
jails In Ireland, Britain, 
Europe and tha US. 


hava to ba provided for; all 
donations, enquiries and 
offara of help should ba 
to: 


51/56 Fade Road, 

12 . 
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The plot to criminalise Anti-Fascist Action 

Codename... 

'OPERATION 

BLACKSHIRT' 


A T 2pm on Thursday 23 
July, vrfth Iom than half 
th« DTOMCubon witness- 
tt heard, the cite against 
Gecry Gable and Gary O'Shea 
coiapsea oofn ui6 eaitor 
of Searchlight and the Anti- 
Fascist Action supporter had 
faced charges of violent disor¬ 
der. 

The charges resulted from a 
meeting planned by the 
Leegue of St George to take 
place at Kensington Town 
Ha« on 25 May 1091. These 
plans were disrupted with the 
arrival of between 70 and 100 
anti-fascists at the venue. 
Subsequent v io lence between 
the factions led to 17 arrests, 
ail anti-fascists All were ini¬ 
tial^ released without charge. 
A number of right-wingers 
were hospitalised. 

Some four weeks later, pro¬ 
ceedings look the bizarre turn 
that was to be the hallmark of 
the case. Of the 17 arrested, it 
was announced that only one 
- the de f endant O'Shea - was 
to ba chargad undar thraa 
counts: assaulting a police 
officer, two charges of theft 
and conspiracy to causa 
grievous bodily harm with per¬ 
sons unknown! 

The only inference to be 
drawn from the police case as 
it was prasantad was that 
O'Shea had conspirsd with 
others, that is parsons other 
than the 16 anti-fascists with 
whom ha had been arrested! 
Ten weeks after the 
Kensington meeting, Gerry 
Gable, who had not been one 
of those arrested on the day 
and who had issued a press 
release published in the 
Sunday Telegraph giving hit 
account of avsnts, was 
chargad with Incitamant to 
Violanca. Ha was not 
chargad with conspiracy. 
During the following months 
the co-accused stood side-by- 
side in the dock of various 
magistrates courts. The state 
prosecutors, without having 
produced a single item of evi¬ 
dence to justify a relationship 
of "common purpose* 
between them on the day. 
claimed that tha Interaction 
between them was that of a 
‘General and his Field 
Commander'. Thera was also 
reference on occasion to the 
existence of a "battle-plan* 

It took the state six months to 
come to terms with the dilem¬ 
ma they faced as a result of 
this discrepancy. Either they 
could synchronise the 
charges by charging Gable 
with conspiracy as wall, or 
drop tha conspiracy charges 
against O'Shea. They did the 
latter, as wail as dropping the 
incitement to violence charge 
•gainst Gable The substitute 
charge of violent disorder was 
used instead 

On tha opening day of the tnal 
at Southwark Crown Court, 
tha by now familiar bland of 
malice and laughable incom¬ 
petence which had dogged 
the proceedings throughout 
was given tangible form. It 
first materialised in the shape 
of Mr James Keogh, a chief 
proeecution witness A large 
man, over six feet tall, in his 
lata 40s, he had a military air 
about him as ha buttled pur¬ 
posefully outside the court 
He attracted curious glances 
as a result ot wearing a white 
‘Casablanca* type mac. sev¬ 
eral sizes too small. In addi¬ 
tion, it was so tightly baited 
natural movement was 
restricted. The impression 
created was of soma type of 
foundation garment, or corset, 
being worn over a suit 
At 10.15 am ha made hit 
move. He threw open the door 
of the court and declared to 
tha dark that ha was ‘counsel 
for O'Shea*! Whan it was 
pointed out to him that tha 
defendant already had a bar¬ 
rister, ha protested until ha 
was lad away by an usher 


who conversed with him in 
low and raasauring tones. 

Tha behaviour of Mark Taha, 
another prosecution witness, 
was only slightly less bizarre. 
Particularly seedy, he haunted 
the corridors of the court trail¬ 
ing a plastic bag or gibbered 
incessantly to himself in the 
canteen. 

The principle witness for the 
prosecution was Keith 
Thompson. It was ha who had 
organised what he described 
as a ‘symposium' on 25 May. 
In ail, ha spent • served might 
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be more accurate - a full eight 
and a half hours in the wit¬ 
ness box. Seven of those 
under cross-examination. By 
the end ot his testimony, both 
his and tha integrity of tha 
prosecution's case ware in 
tatters 

Even the relatively simple 
matter of swearing on oath 
landed him in trouble. Ha 
swore on tha bible but was 
forced to admit that ha had 
once been an Odinist. He 
insisted that this was no 
longer the case The defence 
responded with the inquiry: 
Tell us Mr Thompson, when 
did Valhalla cease to play an 
important part in your life?* 

The court erupted To the visi¬ 
ble astonishment of the jury, 
he admitted that he would 
have been, if he been unem¬ 
ployed in Germany In tha 
1930s, a national socialist. Ha 
damad tha existanca of tha 
holocaust and the gas cham¬ 
bers; insisted that the murder 
of millions was simply a mat- 
tar of philosophy; maintaintd 
that ha was not of tha far 
ngm. out prererrea to minx or 
himself ss "hard centre*' 
Confronted with the fact that 
ona of hit invited speakers, 
the BNP's Tony Lecomber, 
was known as tha 'Mad 
Bomber* following an unsuc¬ 
cessful attempt to biow-up a 
left-wing organisation's HQ, 


Thompson replied ‘I heard he 
had soma trouble with a fire¬ 
cracker*! He insisted at ona 
stage that after witnessing a 
personal friend "being nearly 
beaten to death ... by this ter¬ 
ror gang* his first reaction was 
that “the show must go on"l 
Unsurprisingly, tha defence 
attacked the rest of his contra¬ 
dictory evidence with soma 
relish. H# also became tha 
butt of the Judge s sarcastic 
asides 

By 4.20pm on Tuesday . hav¬ 
ing been tha object of tha 
moat gruelling cross-examina¬ 
tion for over seven hours, he 
stumbled from the witness 
box looking physically and 
emotionally exhausted Just 
before he stepped down, he 
was challenged to explain yet 
another contradiction in his 
evidence Ha attempted to 
acknowledge tha error but 
instead stuttered, “It was a 
mistake,* a confession for 
which there appeared to ba 
onty unanimous agreement. 
After the Thompson fiasco, 
tha next couple ot witnesses 
were humble and careful to 
tha point of being inhibited. 
Initially, Brian White, who had 
taken a bit of kicking during 
the exchanges in Kensington, 
looked promising. He intro¬ 
duced himself as an 
‘Executive Chef. The Judge 
asked him to repeat hit occu¬ 
pation. ‘Chat, sir,* replied 
White. ‘You mean cook?* 
inquired the Judge. ‘I thought 
you said chief!" 

At the cost of surviving the 
cross-examination relatively 
unscathed, neither ha nor 
Harrison added anything to 
strengthen the esse for the 
defence • or even the prose¬ 
cution. 

Stephen Vallance. who was in 
charge ot security on the day 
and probably felt he had 
something to prove, wasn't 
going to be intimidated He ad 
libbed outrageously, with little 
regard for his previous state¬ 
ment to police, the latter in 
any event being only on a 
nodding acquaintance with 
reality 

Gable's barrister, who had 
clearly enjoyed himself up to 
this, seemed to slaver in 
anticipation. The expected 
opportunity to cross-examine 
however was to be denied. 
Vallance, perhaps sensing the 
need to make up for lost 
ground, blundered badly. 

In his statement to police 14 
months earlier, he had told 
them that after Gabla's 
speech another man 
addressed tha crowd. 
According to his statement, 
this individual had said "On 
behalf of Rad, another word I 
didn't hear, thank you all for 
taking part. Wa will ba leaving 
shortly.* 

In court ha affixed tha word 
■Action" to tha word "Rad" It 
was to prove to ba tha case of 
an ad-lib too far 
Up to that point, tha prosecu¬ 
tion had maintained that 
Gable was singuiariy respon¬ 


sible for everything that hap¬ 
pened; that ha, in tha words of 
Thompson, was ‘running the 
show* 

The Judge pounced. ‘If what 
you say it true, then this man 
represented a source of 
authority other than Gable If 
so, could it not have been the 
case that Gable led the jour¬ 
nalists in first and perhaps 
Red Action led the mob in 
later?* 

It was at this juncture that the 
charge against Gable was 
thrown out. Whan the court 
resumed, the prosecutor also 
announced that the. charges 
of violent disorder, police 
assault and theft were being 
dropped against O'Shea With 
regard to the alleged assault, 
he conceded that the PC had 
reported no injury at the time 
The theft of the flag was, 'only 
a technical matter ... akin to 
winning the enemy colours 
and had only been used to tie 
him into the case.* 
it was on this remarkably can¬ 
did admission that tha cast 
for the prosecution ended in 
anti-climax Both defendants 
were acquitted and awarded 
coats. 

In ordinary criminal cases, the 
Crown Prosecution Service 
only pursues a prosecution if 
they consider there is at least 
51 per cent chance of convic¬ 
tion. What was remarkable 
about this trial was that Gable 
was acquitted without even 
presenting his defence and 
O'Shea without even being 
mentioned! 

In the absence of tangible evi¬ 
dence. the CPS's decision 
relied on conjecture and the 
calibre of the civilian witness¬ 
es and their depositions • all, 
save the caretaker, self-con¬ 
fessed fascists and bitter polit¬ 
ical enemies of the accused. 
From that rationale, the feasi¬ 
bility of the project could have 
been championed by the CPS 
only if they accepted the 
integrity of Thompson. 
Valance and possibly the san¬ 
ity of Taha and Keogh was 
beyond question So. either 
it was a remarkable blunder or 
somebody pushed ahead 
despite the evidence rather 
than because of it. 

While there were never any 
grounds to show that the 
accused conspired together 
with persons unknown, it is 
not implausible to suggest 
they might have been con¬ 
spired against • by persons 
unknown 

U ndoubtedly, the collapse 
of the proeecution case 
against the two anti-fas¬ 
cists at Southwark Crown 
Court was a victory not only 
for the accused who. had they 
been found guilty, would cer¬ 
tainty have been jailed, but it 
was also a victory for the anti¬ 
fascist movement as a whole 
While naturally tha aftermath 
was a time for calibration, 
there was also good cause for 
evaluation and sober reflec¬ 
tion. The result apart, for 




many activists the conduct of 
the cate was merely further 
confirmation of the existence 
of an on-going campaign to 
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criminalise Anti-Fascist Action 
and its supporters 
Throughout the trial at 
Southwark, Detective Chief 
Inspector Parsons, who was 
in charge of the case from the 
beginning, was seen to 
browse through a substantial 
file marked, ‘Operation 
Blackshirt* It can be assumed 
that the contents, which 
included video cassettes, 
were not directly related to the 
case in hand but were collat¬ 
ed by persons other than DCI 
Parsons, probably over a con¬ 
siderable period of time 
The overt as opposed to 
covert interest in, and intimi¬ 
dation of. AFA members can 
be traced back to the suc¬ 
cessful campaign to ‘Shut 
Down Cut Down* and other 
neo-Nazi outlets in and 
around Carnaby Street in the 
Spring of 1989 What may 
have excited the interest of 
the Special Branch was that 
the campaign enjoyed the 
active support of a number of 
Labour councillors, tenants' 
associations, nursing and stu¬ 
dent unions. It was also exe¬ 
cuted with a ruthlessness and 
ambition that had not hitherto 
been evident The result being 
that Blood and Honour which 
had run a thriving business 
worth tens of thousands of 
pounds annually was enppied 
politically and financially with¬ 
in six months. 

In November of the same 
year. AFA announced that its 
annual counter-demonstration 
against tha NF on 
Rtmambranca Day would 
taka place in Victoria an hour 
befora the fascists were due 
to assemble. As a compliment 
to this tactic, 100 stewards 
decided to secure tha pubs 


normally used by the NF as 
wall. Instead of being con¬ 
fronted by teams of 
"Fronters* wielding blades 
they were greeted by four 
teams of Special Branch 
armed with video cameras' 
Ona video team brazenly 
recorded every waking 
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on tha day • about a thraa 
hour video. Tha intention was 
to let him know ha was a 
"marked man now". 

On subsequent occasions, 
other individuals have been 
similarly targeted. The implic¬ 
it threat conveyed by such 
State aggression has not 
proved idle Red Action per¬ 
sonnel have suffered dispro- 
portionately in this regard. 

On Monday 18 September 
1990, thraa AFA membars 
were found guilty of Grievous 
Bodily Harm and Violent 
Disorder at Wood Groan 
Crown Court This resulted 
from a fracas after a Bloody 
Sunday march the same year 
Tha alleged "victim" of the 
assault who had been 
>a i involved in right-wing vio- 
S lence since the earty 1960s 
! spent precisely one minute 
| in hospital The anti-fascists 
2 received a total of eleven 
2 years. Two are still in 

1 prison. It was a sentence 
! designed to intimidate 

S On 5 October , less than 

2 three weeks later, four other 
2 members of Anti-Fascist 
2 Action, were charged with 

1 Affray This resulted from an 
S attack by the BNP in full 
{ view and with the prior 

2 knowledge of the police, 
j Though the incident never 
j amounted to anything more 
S than “handbags at five 
! paces* there were a number 
j of bail restrictions and It 
2 took 18 months to come to 
2 court. When it did, on 2 

1 March 1992, the prosecu- 
! tion blandly offered no evi- 
S dance 

J Approximately four weeks 

2 later, two leading AFA 
{ activists involvad in tha 
i Northern Network were 
S arrested on a trivial matter 
J within minutes of arriving in 

Rochdale from Manchester H 
was 7pm on a Friday night, 
the evening ot a planned 
BNP march through the town 
They were joint chief stewards 
for the counter-demonstration. 
They were held for 24 hours 
and. while in custody, their 
flats raided 



Agent Provocateurs 
are liberally employed 
to provoke and con¬ 
fuse. To provoke with 
a view to entrapment, 
or else to instigate 
some action with the 
purpose of causing 
confusion. 


On 25 May. AFA's Glasgow 
organiser had his home bur- 
glad. Computer equipment 
and a photocopier ware 
stolen. Investigating police 
found no finger prints Five 
days later on 30 May. police 
officers from the same police 
station arrested him and told 
him ha was being held under 
the Prevention of Terrorism 
Act. His solicitor secured his 
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m mui two monm mienm. iOh 
towing Ns acquittal on Affray, 
ono of tho "Brick Lana Four 


on AFA's previous arrestees 
in Rochdale. They were jointly 
charged with Grievous Bodily 
Harm. Four months later, the 
charges were dropped without 


The use of these recent sam¬ 
ple illustrations is not offered 
as proof that "Operation 
Blackshirt" exists. Since AFA 
was relaunched by Red 
Action in London in 1969, inci¬ 
dents such as those 
described have become 
almost routine. As can be 
seen, the operations vary 
from ths very basic to the 
dangerously sophisticated. 
Agent Provocateurs are *>er- 
sUty employed to provoke and 
confuse. To provoke with a 
view to entrapment, or else to 
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r\ ! the anti-racist struggle 

2 Instead, they insist the anti- 
2 fascist movement should 
• 06 V 0 T 8 its whom strengtn and 
! enerov to those middle <***«« 
k 2 patch-work reforms which 
* 2 could provide ths political 
| establishment with new sup- 
I i ports and hence perhaps 
| ! transform potential catastro- 
I ! ohe into a aradual oiocemoal 
2 and hopefully peaceful 

1 process of dissolution 
! As a result of being state- 
! appointed and highly paid 

2 representatives of the "black 
2 community" part of the job 
; descriptions of these groups 


purpose of causing confusion. 
On some occasions there has 
been barely concealed collu¬ 
sion between fascist gangs 
and uniformed police; at other 
times they have been instruct¬ 
ed to adopt a neutral stance 
before and even after serious 


! modem , stable hour- J 

\ geois state is its ability \ t»vb.^Ny3 
\to respond to econom ■ \ Than met anargatic prop*- 
\IC cycles of boom and J gsnda « conducted within, or 
\ slump by making sure \ is directed at the political 
[that the political form j establishment or its agendas: 
2 of rule adopted is in 2 " rh * Government must do 
‘tune and compatible ; 

| with the economic ! Joh " Wfy tob- 

! reality ! bias of the council; calling for 

' ^ ' state bans etc. 


From time to time they have 
organised "Sting" like opera¬ 
tions. with anti-fascists being 
"fed" information. Through 
being able to guarantee an 
anti-fascist response to some 
fascist initiative, they could 
then, with some confidence, 
anticipate and so properly 
monitor, the inevitable con¬ 
frontation they themselves 
had engineered. The point 
that must be driven home is 
that not only does the State 
"operate" but that, as these 
few examples show, a recog¬ 
nisable pattern of behaviour 
exists. Even if the tactics 
vary, ths objective of this 
harassment appears fixed. It 
is to: 

• Isolate and cnminakse Anti- 
Fascist Action; 

• Discover and neutralise the 
militants within it; 

• Through ths use of isiectivs 
arrests, blunt ths "cutting 
edge" and intimidate the 
periphery; 

• They may in turn also find it 
convenient to bolster the rep¬ 
utation of a "moderate* or 
bogus rival. 

Though very obviously only a 
junior version of the ‘Big 
Boys' Games* played out 
between other sections of the 
security forces and 
Republicans in places like 
West Belfast and South 
Armagh, It is STILL a level of 
intrigue and harassment with 
which the "revolutionary* left 
in this country is not over¬ 
familiar. 

Other sections of the working 
class, indeed sometimes 
whole communities, who at 
different times were forced to 
stand up for themselves were 
all in him deemed to be sub¬ 
versive: the Birmingham Six; 
Winston Silcott; miners at 
Orgreavs etc. Many of the 
conspiracy trials which result¬ 
ed from these uprisings bore 
the familiar hall-marks of polit- 
test tntenerence w, vindictive¬ 
ness. chicanery and cynicism. 
The philosophy/formuia which 
governs the behaviour of 
every modern, stable bour¬ 
geois stats is its ability to 
respond to economic cycles 
of boom and slump by making 
sure that the political form of 
rule adopted is in tune and 
compatible with the economic 
reality. This is capitalism's 
traditional safeguard. During 
times of economic crisis, the 
ruling class often finds it diffi¬ 
cult to govern by consent 
through the favoured organs 


tary democracy. 
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be regarded as subversive if 
and when It threatens to deny 
to the ruling class the oppor¬ 
tunity to exercise this option. 


Communist Party follow a 


Rather than concern them¬ 
selves with resolving the prac- 
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show that institutionalised 
racism is not the cause of far- 
right violence The relation- 


pose of the mission is an 
attempt to save the state from 
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FIGHT 

OR NOT 

TO FIGHT 

THAT IS... 


"The policy of the united front has as its 
task to separate those who want to fight 
from those who do not" 


T he British neo-nazi 
movement wi be forced 
to ask itself some very 
searching questions certain to 
be slung by its various sec¬ 
tions at each other The hard¬ 
est questions naturally arise 
from defeat Yet the success 
of the anti-fascist alliance also 
presents its own agenda It is 
apparent that the attempt to 
organise a decisive "public" 
confrontation brought about 
an unholy alliance of all the 
principle neo-nazi forces: 
Blood and Honour were 
underwntten by elements of 
the BNP and the NF as well 
as whatever is left of the 
British Movement. Alarmingly, 
the same cannot be said of 
the anti-fascist forces 
Everyone knew that the 
Screwdriver gig of 12 
September was the most 
open challenge by the fascists 
for control of the streets and 
consequently to the resolve of 
the anti-fascist movement to 
be staged m years What was 
the response of the publicity- 
hungry outfits of ARA. the 
ANL Mark II and the rest? 
They refused to even 
acknowledge that anything 
was happening! The fascists 
plans for a major London 
event and known for weeks in 
advance were calmly shunted 
into the realms of the great 
unmentionable In their issue 
of 5 September, the SWP 
paper does call for a march 
and raly on 12 September • in 
Thornton Heath 1 This tactic 
was an exact replay of the 
SWP's attitude at 
Thamesmead in May last year 
when they marched away 
from the BNP to tiie only area 
the police had guaranteed 
would be closed to the fas¬ 
cists. Militants own front, the 
so-called "Youth Against 


Racism in Europe" (aka 
"Youth Against Racism and 
Fascism") launched some 
months ago knowing the suc¬ 
cess of the AFA march 
through Bethnal Green, 
appears to have sunk without 
trace except as the organisers 
of a day trip to Belgium. The 
Militant paper at least gave 
space to a letter from an AFA 
branch in Kent (reputedly 
Militant controlled) calling for 
mobilisation: even if It was 
tucked away beneath articles 
calling for an away day to 
Brussels in five weeks time 
Militant's predetion at the time 
of launching "YARP that anti¬ 
fascist activists would follow 
the group most qualified to 
lead has proved uncannily 
accurate. Even in their own 
paper it was left to a member 
of AFA to call for mobilisation 
against the immediate threat 
of nazi control of the streets 1 
Both Militant and the SWP 
claim to be Trotskyist organi¬ 
sations Red Action has 
already pointed out (edition 
62) that their tactics do not 
correspond to those insisted 
upon by Trotsky himself in the 
period 1930-33 against the 
nse of the Nazis. RA has also 
pointed out that in practice 
these allegedly"trotskyist" 
organisations have adopted 
the passive and damaging 
tactics of the stalinist KPD 
(German Communist Party). 
Yet there a one overall strate¬ 
gy which Trotsky insisted 
upon above all others • the 
unrled front. Both Militant and 
the SWP have preached the 
necessity of anti-fascist unity 
while simultaneously setting 
up their own front organisa¬ 
tions which then operate 
autonomously and even an¬ 
tagonistically in relation to 
existing anti-fascist forces. 


^AAMni m aa~i a Si r> n — * — — — — — 1 

uommunction, wt Mone ooh 
laboration, between the vari¬ 
ous anti-fascist "fronts" is virtu- 
aWy non-existent. The situation 
is that, in Trotsky's words: 
"only a purely formal, declam¬ 
atory application to the policy 
of the united front was inaugu¬ 
rated, whereas by its very 
nature, it can prove fruitful 
only on the basis of a reali stic 
appraisal of the situation." 

AFA has been operating for 
a number of years according 
to a strict policy of Ideological 
■no pnysicai conrroniiTion 
In a number of different areas. 
AFA has succeeded in defin- 
mg Its policy in the most affec¬ 
tive way possible • in unam¬ 
biguous practical initiatives. 
The Unity Carnivals, the 
march through Bethnal Green, 
leaflettings of problem areas, 
educational work, series of 
anti-fascist gigs, successful 
confrontations with fascists at 
a wide variety of venues, com¬ 
prise a senes of statements 
made in the most open and 
effective language of all: the 
language of action and prac¬ 
tice 

It is vitally important to be 
clear that AFA's policy of 
physical confront a tion (always 
accompanied by propaganda 
work) is a response to fas¬ 
cist brutality: the essential 
function of a fascist movement 
within capiMem. to A to Z of 
strategy, is the suppreesion 
of Independent working 
dees organisation through 


tion. The Confederation of 
Conservative Students, for 
example, may consist of repul¬ 
sive political reptiles, but it 
does not represent this kind of 
threat to working people: 
pnysicai conTTonrauon mere- 
fore would not be a necessary 
instrument of policy in con- 
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fronting It as I it In tie case of 
the fascists Nor is -physical 
confrontation* just a policy 
voted lor In mattings or etoich 
makes a ritual appearance in 
leaflets. AFA has achieved 
many successes against the 

TasQSis oi wmcn waienoo was 
the cuiminalion to date 

It is sometimes said (still!) 
that AFA ooneete only of boot- 
Doys ana sireemgniers unce 
again it may be necessary to 
say there are a limitless num¬ 
ber of roles within AFA that 
have been and oontinue to be 
played by 'non-combatants' 
Acceptance of the principles 
oi losoiogicai ana pnysicts con- 
frontetton has always been the 
only qualification for member¬ 
ship AFA consists principally 
of an alliance of Red Action, 
DAM and Workers Power, 
alongside unaligned individu¬ 
als. None of these groups has 
much In common except the 
deeire to utile effective opposi¬ 
tion to the rise of the fascists. 
These forces have therefore 
come together in a 'practical 
agreement* in Trotsky's 
phrase, without any redundant 
theoretical baggage, to operate 
a common policy in ac-tion. 
This is precisely what Trotsky 
sped out in his insistence on 
the n e ce s s ity of a socialist unit¬ 
ed front Why then, do the 
SWP and Mitant for example - 
both of them notoriously 
Trotekyits organisations * stand 
aside from all attempts to 

imnlamanl Ijnnt 
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practice? Why is it that they 
insist anti-fascist activity must 
be organised through the sin¬ 
gle 'one true church*? Why do 
they insist that their own 
organisations must lead a one 
party anti-fascist front? 
According to Trotsky, what are 

>ii „ nnn rlkinn« 14* nl ri. m ,nri 

ui8 cooofDons max oocnana ins 
rormaoon or me unnea rronrr 

*The progress of a dess to¬ 
wards de s s cone ck Hit n eet it 
a complex and contradictory 
prooees. The class itaek is not 
homogeneous. It's different 
sections arrive at dass con¬ 
sciousness by different paths 
and at different times... Within 
the proletariat several parties 
are active at the same 
ufTi0. i n0f0forf...R remains spin 
politically. The problem of the 
united front - which arises dur¬ 
ing certain periods most 
sharply - originates therein.* 

Conversely, the attitude of the 
German Communist Party, the 
KPD, during the rise of Hitler, 
was that the working fiat s was 
duty bound to follow its lead to 
the exclusion of all other dass 
forces. 

Trotsky describes how the 
stalinist KPD argued: 'Every 
united front that doesn't first 
place itself under the leader¬ 
ship of the communist party , .is 
directed against the intonated 
me proletariat wnoever ooes- 
rn recognise me leacersnip oi 

fli ■ nn_rn_r>i_ m rrrli , la Him m mU 

me communist parry is mmseft 
a counter-revolutionary' From 
the identity in principle of the 
time of the party and the class, 
the functionary deduces his 
right to lay down to ths class 
Tht very historical problsm 
which ths communist party is 
yet to solve • that of uniting the 
overwhelming majority of the 
workers under its banner • it 
turned by the party into an ulti¬ 
matum, into s pistol which he 
nows again® me rempie or me 
working date.* 

This, in practice if not in 
qsdsred intention, it predeeiy 
the policy of the Trotskyists 
today • which Trotsky himself 
unconditionally condemns. The 
SWP and MMtsnt wtf *ghr fas¬ 
cism, but only within the con- 
lines of tteir own front organi¬ 
sations • and incidentally, to 
facilitata racruitmant. Both 
Militant and the SWP say the 
rim should unite against the 
fascist threat - a threat which 
unte very recently they refused 
to recognise, by the way - but 
insist the unification must be 
'under its own banner*. This 


blatant sectarianism is carried 
through to extraordinary 
tengtoe. White reports from al 
sections of the bourgaoise 
pms recoro mat me walsnoo 
rout was organised by the 
“Ant-Fssctst Action group*, in 
Its report (19 September) the 
SWP paper bakfy announces 
that 750 anti-fascists turned 
up't No mention of AFA. 
Similarly, the Militant papar 
accomplishes ths feat of 
reporting me wtienoo events 
with no mention of AFA. As a 
matter of fact, there would 
have been no turnout at all 
without tha extensive cam¬ 
paigning mounted by AFA 
groups beforehand - including 
tie Unity Carnival of the week 
before • yet tha SWP and 
Militant airbrush AFA out of toe 
picture. AFA. the organiser of 
the whole shebang, « a non- 
person Readers sre perhaps 
intended to assume it was by 
an uncommon stroke of luck 
they aM happened to *tum-up" 
at the same time on the nght 
day! 

There « no question of bury¬ 
ing party differences' and sec¬ 
tional interests within an anti¬ 
fascist united front. One of its 
principal conditions is: *Ths 
practical programme of the 
united front is determined by 
agreements with organisations 
made in ful view of the mass¬ 
es. Every organisation remains 
under its own banner and its 
own leadership Every organi¬ 
sation obeys in action the disci¬ 
pline of the united front.' 

The united front does not in 
any way oblige its members to 
instigate tome sort of theoreti¬ 
cal truce in respect of its part¬ 
ners: "No combining whatever 
of programmes or banners No 
unprincipled deals. Complete 
freedom of criticism of tempo¬ 
rary aikes* 

Despite isolated attempts by 
certain sub-groups within AFA 
to subvert these condtoone (the 
obscure RIL sect in particular 
has covered itself with glory in 
this respect), these are the 
essentia) principles underlying 
AFA's structure and practical 
programme. This 'pro* 
gramma' constate simply 
and aolaly In tha dtetrt ideo¬ 
logical and physical con- 
iromioon wfin in# tot css ov 
fascism: this la tha antlre 
contant of tha 'practical 
agraamant* which it tha 
basis of the united entt-fss- 
ctot front end Its ctortty must 
not be prejudiced by dilution 
or compromise 
Despite the necessity of 
rejecting unprincipled or 
reformist compromises, the net 
cast by such a united front 
structure « a wide one. Trotsky 
himself gives the example ol 
the Jewish bourgeoisie in 
Tsanst Russia The anti-semrtic 
pogroms of the proto-fascist 
’Black Hundred* groups were 
aimed prindpaHy at the Jewish 
poor • yet also enveloped the 
Jewish bourgeoisie: 'due to the 
danger hanging over their 
heads, the Jewish liberal hour- 
coHocted considerate 
sums tor the arming of revolu¬ 
tionary workers and students 
In this manner a temporary 
practical agraamant was 
arrivad at between the most 
revolutionary workers, who 
were prepared to light guns in 
nano, ana me masi mgnrenea 
groups of Ihe bourgeoisie.. * 
Trotsky unashamedly adds, 
m me sirugfps agamst rasctsm 
the Communists were duty 
bound to come to • practical 
agreement with the devil and 
ms granomomer 
Tha nacaseity of such 
aiancas. always based upon 
the undiluted principle of 
Ideological and physical 
conironiaiion oi ine rascisi 
forces, is the beet measure of 
me oanger mai rasosm repre¬ 
sents towards the entire proto- 
ianan movsfneni it is rounaou 
on the recognition that fascism, 
which fights for tha total 


daa jfctlon of all Indepen¬ 
dent orgenleetione of tho 
working class is a qualitative¬ 
ly different tfveat than tost con¬ 
stituted by the bourgeois state 
Consequently: The policy of 
the united front hae at Ha 

task #a iAnsral* — 

IB** to separate moss wno 
want lo fight from those who 
do not; to push forward 
those who vacMste; finally to 
compromise the capitula¬ 
tionist leaders in the eyes of 
the workers In order to oon- 
eoNdeto the fighting capacity 
of the tetter 

Trotsky goes on to describe 
how the mejonty of workers do 
not trust toe leadership of the 
existing Communist Party and 
remain uninvolved or within 
moderate' political organisa¬ 
tions One of the pnncipie (ac¬ 
tors n perpetuating this lack of 
revolutionary commitment it 
the absence of the focused 
leadership of activists united 
around a common practical 
purpose. He goes on: *But [the 
workers] do want to fight 
against fascism even now. 
Were they shown the first step 
to take in a common struggle, 
they would insist upon their 
organisation taking that step If 
their organisation balked, they 
might reach toe point of break¬ 
ing with them.' 

Obviously, the formation of a 
united anti-fascist front is a pre¬ 
requisite for forming any such 
pole of attraction' for uncom¬ 
mitted or unconvinced ele¬ 
ment* within the class The 
rejection of toe policies of the 
united front Trotsky describes 
as 'stubborn, stupid and insen¬ 
sate’ The moderate organisa¬ 
tions. says Trotsky, are 
enabled to. 'disguise their 
dread of fighting, their inability 
to fight, by citing the aversion 
of the Communist Party to par¬ 
ticipation in a common strug¬ 
gle’ 

The contemporary political 
landscape as it refers to toe left 
is quite unlike that analysed by 
Trotsky, in the sense tost there 
is no mats party of the working 
class such as the KPD to 
organise around But this can 
only mean, given toe fragmen¬ 
tation of contemporary left 
forces, that the necessity of a 
united front consisting of all 
principled working class ele¬ 
ments is even greeter then 
before, not lees 
AFA has now decisively 
taken the stand that Trotsky 
accused the KPD and the 
'moderate workers' parties of 
being afraid to take After the 
Battle of Waterloo it is 
absolutely clear that the 
excuse of there being no organ 
of common struggle is no 
longer available It « AFA that 
has succeeded in uniting 
diverse anti-fascist elements 
into a single practical pro¬ 
gramme. It is AFA that, through 
implementing the principles of 
the united front in toe 'common 
struggle’, seeks to enforce the 
polarisation of those who fully 
accept the implications of a 
policy of confrontation with fas¬ 
cism from those for whom 'con¬ 
frontation is a matter for politi¬ 
cally correct resolutions or 
CND type protests' It is AFA 
that has now succaedad in 
exposing toe 'dread ol fighting" 
of the 'capitulationist leaders* 
in the conservative left groups, 
precisely 'in order to consoli¬ 
date the fighting capacity of the 
workers*. In the simplest terms, 
it is AFA's task, as Troetky $ 
blunt formula has it. to 'asps- 
rsvs moss wno wsni to nym 

fi/tJii 11 |H n ri n n_i^ * 

iiwtti moss wno oo not 
On the other hand, it it now 
nvatead with toe greatest ctert- 
ty that It is the purpose of ARA, 
YRE. the ANL etc. to offer the 
proaptct of shelter for all those 
belonging to the conservative 
end petty bourgeois* left, the 
bureaucrats' of the socialist 
movement, who wish to strut 
their revolutionary capers from 
toe safely of uninvotved propa¬ 
ganda machine* in this way, 


the leaders of the conservative 
left attempt to disguise their 
'dread of fighting* by the cre¬ 
ation of diversionary front 
organisations which talk 
tough(*smaah tha fascists*, 
"poloe protect the fascists' and 
all other chants that emanate 
from behind poke* barriers) but 
which in practice serve only as 
a mask for passivity and 
reformism. As a mask lor pas¬ 
sive paper sales which don't 
disturb the nazl paper sales 
down the street, a mask for 
passive marches in safe areas 
or under police protection, and 
for the passive CND-etyie 
protest syndrome that locates 
itself behind pokes Nnes at nazi 
events 

No disrespect to the individu¬ 
als concerned, but it it well 
Know this passivity has result¬ 
ed m ANL members on a num¬ 
ber of occasions receiving 
severe beatings from the BNP 
in particular - we await the first 
report of BNP members being 
given a hiding by the ANL 
Organisations such as ARA 
and the YRE, on the other 
hand, take the precaution of 
refusing to operate on the 
streets at all and so do not offer 
themselves for target practice 
in this way. The unspoken fact 
is that these groups regard 
such confrontations, inevitable 
in any genuine struggle against 
fascism, as Vulgar' or 'counter¬ 
productive' It is sheer political 
cowardice that underlies all 
such attitudes Working class 
people will quite rightly have 
nothing to do with an organisa¬ 
tion which leads them into such 
situations without oftenng any 
flMponse to fascist violence or 
even an appreciation of the 
dangers involved • or else 
avoids them altogether As 
Trotsky says, ortknary workers 
wiH not follow an organisation 
that wi not fight and which fol¬ 
lows a pokey of rank sectarian¬ 
ism. The moderate anti-fas¬ 
cist groups with their ’dread of 
fighting* which continues to 
obstruct effective anti fascist 
unity are now, thankfully, being 
rapxfy marginalised by events 
We re not m the situation that 
prevailed during the original 
rise of fascism when, as 
Trotsky wrote: 'German fas¬ 
cism. like the Italian, raised 
itself to power on 
the backs of the 
petit-bourgeoisie, 
which it turned 
into a battering 
ram against the 
working class and 
the institutions of 
democracy" This 
time the "batter¬ 
ing ram", the 
"razor in the hand 
of the class 
enemy" as 
Trotsky describes 
fascist brutality, is 
formed by fascist 
cadres drawn 
from the ranks of 
the white working 
dass itself and is 
being directed 
against the left 
opposition at a 
crude street level. 

The object of fas¬ 
cist violence is to 
estafekshtoe neo- 
nazi movement 
as the natural 
party of disaffec¬ 
tion' for sections 
of toe white work¬ 
ing class. If the 
fascists are suc¬ 
cessful in taking 
this, their first 
step, the transi¬ 
tion to a more 
ambitious anti- 
working class 
programme tai¬ 
lored to a petit- 
bourgeons politi¬ 
cal constituency 
wi fokow directly 
The leap to a 
political bridge¬ 
head within the 


. ^t it-bourgeoisie. af least in 
Britain. has yet to be made 
The crucial battle for political 
leadership Is tekmg plaoe with¬ 
in the ranks of the working 
ctese 

So while it is cfeer that anti¬ 
fascist today do not operate 
under the heightened condi¬ 
tions of Germany dunng the 
rise of Nazism that prevailed at 
the time when Trotsky con¬ 
structed his arguments agamst 
the passivity of toe stalinists, it 
« equally dear that British fas¬ 
cists, riding on the back of the 
new momentum generated by 
the rise of the European neo- 
nazi movement, are making 
inroads into a white working 
dass constituency they regard 
as their own. Considerable 
sections of toe dass are open 
to the influence of the most 
decisive and determined politi¬ 
cal force they encounter. 
Within his general analysis of 
the class nature of fascism, 
Trotsky himself identified this 
constituency in the circum¬ 
stances of crisis-ridden 
Germany m these terms "[The 
nazis] are capable of drawing 
in their wake, if they haven t 
already begum to do so. a stra¬ 
tum of the labour aristocracy 
Considerably more dangerous, 
however, is its possible pene¬ 
tration from below, through the 
unemployed" This process is a 
very real danger today in the 
conditions of extended reces¬ 
sion and labour demoralisation 

Lessons drawn by Trotsky 
from fhe 30s therefore still 
apply with full force He wrote 
in 1932: 'If the revolutionary 
Party proves time and time 
again to be incapable of uniting 
the working dass about it. if it 
vacillates, becomes confused, 
contradicts itself, then the petit 
bourgeoisie loses patience and 
begins to look upon the revolu¬ 
tionary workers as those 
responsible for its own mis¬ 
ery.The petit-bourgeoisie can 
only follow the worker when it 
sees m him the new master .* 
This analysis applies equally in 
contemporary circumstances 
within toe ranks of the working 
dass itself m relation to disaf¬ 
fected or demoralised layers 
The victory will go to the politi¬ 
cal current which shows itself 
to be toe stronger unakgned or 


wavering element! will 
undoubtedly be recruited by 
those forces which show them¬ 
selves to be the most deter¬ 
mined and principled who, 
"separate those who want to 
fight from those who do not.* 
This analysis is very far from 
the machismo of fhe 'boot-boy’, 
as Trotsky insisted, it is a brutal 
fad of political realty. 

The neo-nazi movement took 
a hammering at Waterloo and 
was forced to call off its 
planned Euro-gig that was to 
be held at Folkestone. That is a 
significant victory which with 
the nght political will ooukj be 
made into a turning point in toe 
present day struggle against 
fascism But the neo-nazis wik 
regroup and there will be fur¬ 
ther battles If toe working dass 
opposition to fascism is united 
within a single movement 
organised around a simple 
"practical agreement" around 
the undiluted pnncipie of ideo¬ 
logical and physical confronta¬ 
tion as successfully implement¬ 
ed by AFA. there is no doubt 
the nazis will meet with further 
humiliating and decisive 
defeats If. as at present, the 
left's response is splintered into 
antagonistic groups with diver¬ 
sionary programmes which air¬ 
brush each other into non-exis 
tence, the final result will be m 
doubt AFA showed at 
Waterloo that potential for 
mass action, for a united front 
of working class anti-fascist 
activists is a real and vigorous 
option It showed that accuse 
tions that so-called squaddem 
was antagonistic to mass 
adion has been entirely mis¬ 
placed - as AFA always insist¬ 
ed they were There were 
comfortably over 1.000 anti¬ 
fascists ai Waterloo some 
squad'i We know from bitter 
experience that appealing to 
the leadership of toe party front 
anti-fascist organisations to 
support an alliance they do not 
directly control, is utterly futile 
Red Action therefore appeals 
to all principled anti-fascist rank 
and file activists, whatever their 
previous history of alignment or 
non-alignment, lo join the unit¬ 
ed front as rt exists in practice, 
as it exists now in 
ANTI-FASCIST ACTION. 
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THE POLITICS OF NO COM 


Why he would have 
been hated by the 
Right , and why he 
would have hated the 
Left... 



T he making of Spike Lee's 
new film on Malcolm X will 
inevitably refocus atten¬ 
tion on the American Civil 
Rights Movement of the fifties 
and sixties and its aftermath In 
many senses, the career of 
Malcolm X signalled the rise of 
the Civil Rights movement and 
its anenoam strategies, ana ns 
evolution towards avowedly 
revolutionary forms of black 


Malcolm was 
dear he wanted to 
communicate his 
message to the 
grass roots black 
community • not to 
its self-styled lead¬ 
ers or intellectual 
bourgeoisie. To 
that end he 
declared, he would 
express hit 
thoughts in a 
"down to ea/th lan¬ 
guage that every¬ 
one can easily 
understand ' We 
do not therefore 
meet with a mass 
of revolutionary 
jargon in 

Malcolm s writings, 
let alone the 
fetishised Marxist 
jargon beloved of 
the left. Yet what he had to say 
and even the style in which it is 
written, can leave us in no 
doubt that we are reading the 
words of a true revolutionary • 
words which make the conven¬ 
tional Marxist' rhetoric of the 
left look pallid and irrelevant by 


For British socialists, consid¬ 
eration of the struggle of Afro- 
Amencan peoples in the US will 
inevitably meet reflections in 
the contemporary struggle 
against racism and fascism in 
this country, and just as impor¬ 
tant. the struggle of the 
oppressed nationalist popula¬ 
tion in northern Ireland 
Malcolm X (the X' being 
adopted in the place of the 
‘slave name' with which a black 
muslim was born, signifying 


The Amt element of his previ¬ 
ous allegiance he was to aban¬ 
don was his religious onenta- 
tion His initial step on leaving 
the Muslims was to form the 
broad church’ of the Muslim 
Mosque Inc. He soon realised 
even this orientation was mis¬ 
taken. and replaced the Muslim 
Mosque Inc. with the 
Organisation Of Afro-American 
Unity - a wholly and avowedly 
secular organisation 
There were two central shifts 
involved in his turning away 
from the approach of the Black 
Muslim movement. First, the 
enemv was no lonoer identified 


that their true afncan name was 
lost at the time of the slave 
trade) had seen his own house 
burnt down by the KKK while 
he was a young child and. 
shortly after, saw his father 
killed in a racist attack He first 
gained notoriety within the 
Black Muslim movement head¬ 
ed by the self-proclaimed son 
of Allah. Elijah Muhammad 
Malcolm announced he was 
leaving the Muslims only in 
March 1964 and was assassi¬ 
nated less than a year later 
However, in this short period 
his recorded speeches and 
wntings indicate he was taking 
a profoundly new direction - a 
secular, revolutionary direction 
(which he presumably had 
begun to formulate while still 
within the Muslim organisation) 
Basic to his dissatisfaction 
was the sense that the Nation 
of Islam, while it talked up a 
storm about the white devils. 
actually took no action either to 
threaten the white racist estab¬ 
lishment. or to support indepen¬ 
dent black action against it. 
“The Black Muslim movement 
look no part m things political, 
civic - It didn 't take too much 
part in anything other than 
slopping people from doing this 
smoking, drinking and so on. 
Moral reform it had. but beyond 
that it dto nothing ’ 


as whitey. Tied to his concep¬ 
tion of the white race as the 
cause of oppression was the 
argument that all blacks were 
automatically united by the 
common fact of discrimination 
no matter what class back¬ 
grounds they came from. 
Malcolm at this time appealed 
to all Afro-Americans to forget 
our differences’ - since all 
american blacks were mem¬ 
bers of the ’same family’ As 
he put it to his (al black) audi¬ 
ence: you sure don't catch hell 
because you're an amencan; 
because if you were an ameri¬ 
can you wouldn’t catch 
hell. You catch hell because 
you're a black man You catch 
heU. all of us catch had. tor the 
same reason. . . So we re all 
black people, so-called 
negroes, second class citizens, 
ex-slaves’ 

Yet as soon as he was dear 
of the obligation to voice the 
reductionist views of the Black 
Muslims, he was shortly after¬ 
wards declaring that: "Speak¬ 
ing like this doesn't mean that 
we re anti-white, but it does 
mean that we re anti-exploita¬ 
tion. we re anti-degradation, 
we re anti-oppression If the 
white man doesn't want us to 
be anti-him, let him stop 
oppressing and exploiting and 
degradng us.’ 


This is obviously a 

errs 

isn’t based on the 
fact of racial differ¬ 
ence. A is based on 


MALCOLM X 


social categories 
and ultimately 
implies a class 
analysis. 

This new position is plainly 
articulated: ’I'm not a racist. 
I’ve never been a racist. I 

OQiievG w) metering me sysrwn 

and the person who is respon¬ 
sible for our c or Ra ti on * 

He rejected the simple equa¬ 
tion of racial and moral cate¬ 
gories: “they've always said 
that I’m arrtbwhUe. I'm for any¬ 
body who 's for justice I'm lor 
anybody who’s lor equality. I'm 
not lor anybody who teds me to 
sd around and wad for mine ’ 

Translated to specific terms: 
“That doesn't mean that we're 
against white people, but we 
sure are against the Ku Klux 
Klan and the White Citizen's 
Councils; and anything that 
looks like its against us. we re 
against it' 

This is not. as hs says. 
’racism in reverse’, or a "KKK 
in reverse’. At the bottom of 
such accusations is some 
Tncky logic'. Such accusations 
depend on the white liberal 
argument that the victims of 
racism shouldn't struggls 
*except withm the ground mles 
that the people you're strug¬ 
gle\g against have laid down. ’ 

It did not prevent the US 
Communist Party from calling 
Malcolm and his followers 
"black fascists' (as for example 
Militant call the IRA 'Green 
Fascists') for rejecting constitu¬ 
tional methods of struggle. In 
his turn. Malcolm struck out at 
’people who call themselves 
Marxists' who 'claim to be 
against the system' but who 
were actually "on their hands 
and knees' working for the vic¬ 
tory of left' bourgeois parties 
Lenisis of mis wna cooperatea 
with the ruling classes in 
reversing the role of oppressor 
and oppressed 

"With skillful manipulation of 
the press they 're abb to make 
the victim look like the cnminal 
and the criminal look like the 
victim.’ 

Malcolm makes dear that he 
distances himself from some of 
his previous 'racist' views, but 
explains how such views come 
t o 


have a hold on sections of the 

"So as a black man as eape- 
ciady as a black american, any 
stand I formerly took. I don't 

think I would have to defend it, 

because its still a reaction to 
the society, and it was a reac¬ 
tion that was produced by the 
society; and I think dial it is the 
society that produced this that 
should be attacked, not the 
reation that develops among 
the peopb who are the victim 
of that negative society ’ 

Malcolm disclaims belief in 
"any form of discnmination or 
segregation" Racial separation 
was always understood by 
Malcolm to be quite different 
from racial segregation: 

They never refer to the wtub 
section as a aegregated com¬ 
munity Its the all-Negro sec¬ 
tion that's a segregated com¬ 
munity Why? When you're 
under someone ebe 's control, 
you're segregated 
Segregation m ea ns diet he (the 
whib man) puts you away from 
him. but not far enough out of 
his jurisdiction; separation 
means you're gone.' 

Very soon, he was to revise, 
or at least clarify this position 

‘All of us want recognition 
and reaped as human beings. 
We don't want to be Integra- 
bomsts Nor do we went to be 
separaoontsts. we want to oe 
human beings ' 

Malcolm believed separa- 
oomsm nao nonetnoiess a legit¬ 
imate place as a tactic rather 
than a principle; a ’method' 
rather than an 'objective'as he 
put it. He continued to maintain 
that under existing social condi¬ 
tions. black Americans should 
organise separately from white 
anti-racist organisations: 

"Whites can help us, but they 
can't tom us. There can be no 
black-white unity until there is 
first some black unity There 
can be no workers' sohdanty 
until there is first some racial 
sohdanty. We cannot think of 
uniting with others until we 
have first united among our- 

oCntfTO 


It is important to be dear that 
for black Americans, there was 
precious little sign of while soli¬ 
darity being on offer • from the 
white working doss as much as 
from white bosses. As Trotsky 
had seen, al>eit in 1930, Today 
trm mw worKers tn remuon to 
the Negroes are the oppres¬ 
sors. scoundrels, who perse- 
cub the Block and yekm. hold 
them in contempt, and lynch 
them.’ 

It is one thing to argue for the 
primacy of wider solidarity 
across a racial or sectarian 
divide when the dear potential 
for such solidarity already 
exists. Where it does not - as 
in the conflict in northern 
Ireland today • refusal to side 
wim me existing ngnting organi* 
sations of the oppressed peo¬ 
ple is as Trotsky insists, nothing 
less than an adaption to the 
ideology and practices of those 
doing the oppressing. 

No doubt Malcolm had in 
mind the unhappy experiences 
of the white student and the 
wrote Moerai mtefventions wnron 
existing civil rights organisa¬ 
tions. such as SNCC (Student 
Non-Violent Coordinating 
Committee) very much in mind. 
Time and again, such elements 
nao oisioneo me spontaneous 
activities of working class black 
militants into ineffectual chan¬ 
nels. Under condition s of such 
extravagant and racially explicit 
deprivation, the self-organisa¬ 
tion of black Americans free 
from the hegemony of white lib¬ 
eral elements remote from the 
conditions and experiences of 
racial oppression was, he felt, a 
right and a necessity. 

REJECTION OF NON 
VIOLENCE 

The second revolution within 
Malcolm s position related to 
the philosophy of non-violence 
preached by the conservative 
and religious black freedom 
organisations such as SCLC 
(Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference). CORE 
(Commission On Racial 
Equality) and in its earty days. 
SNCC. Their watchword was 
passive endurance. As Martin 


Luther King memorably 

a^w sssd It 
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The problem was the blood 
sacrifice of courageous black 
activists to the batons, dubs 
and guns of Southern white 
police and racists flowed in 
rivers all right, but the arm 
and trigger fingers of the 
racists never seemed to 
grow any weaker. 

If a single thesis could be 
identified with Malcolm's 
contributions to Mack revolu¬ 
tionism In the US. It would be 
his totally uncompromising 
defence of the right of an 
oppressed people to armed 
struggls While still a mem¬ 
ber of the Nation of Mam he 
made some of his most 
impassioned protests 
againsi me oocxnnes or non- 
violence. He speaks of the 
French, American and 
Russian Revolutions: "How 
did they bring it about? 
Bloodshed You havenlgot 
a revolution that doesn't 

*-*- -- *-i--* • 

mvorvo uKXXjsneo 
He berates his Mack audi¬ 
ence. 'And you're afraid to 
bleed . As tong as the whib 
man sent you to Korea, you 
bled. He sent you to the 
South Pacific to fight the 
Japanese, you bbd. You 

i/'wwU TOf fftrilTe pCOp>v, Out 

when it comes to seeing 
you're own churches being 

DOfnOOO mnu InW flwTS OfnOy 

murdered (as In 
Birmingham, Alabama) you 
haven't got any blood ' 

His own prescription hs 
summarised aa follows: "Be 
peaceful, be courteous, obey 
the law, respect everyone; 
but if someone puts his hand 
on you, send him to the 
cemetery. That's a good 
religion." 



Inescapable logic of Black Nationalism is to insist on the primacy of racist credentials over those of class 
(above) American Black Muslims share a platform with White Supremacists. 
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Non-violence only func¬ 
tions in a non-violent situa¬ 
tion, that is, where oppres¬ 
sion no longer exists. But 
this is not the case in 
America: 

T don't go along with any 
kind of non violence unloss 
everybody 's going to ba 
non-violent If thay maka 
tha Ku Klux Klan non-vio- 
lant. I'll ba non-violent If 
thay maka tha White 
Citizen's Councils non-vio- 
lent. I'll ba non-violent, I 
donl want anybody coming 
to ma talking any non-vio- 

I _ a *-M_ m 
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The reformist, essentially 
petty-bourgeois politics of 
Gandhi, must be replaced by 
the politics of revolution. 

“tha day of non-violent 
reeietanct la over: tha day 
of pataiva resistance is 
over." 

In a formation which per¬ 
haps deliberataly echoes 
that of Marx, he concludes 
another speech to a black 
grass roots audience with 
the words: 

"You haven't anything to 
loaa but discrimination and 
segregation .* 

Early in 1965, a month 
before his assassination, 
Malcolm sent a public notice 
to Lincoln Rockwell, head of 
the American Nazi Party: 

"This is to warn you that I 
am no longer held in check 
from fighting while suprema- 
dsts by Elijah Muhammad 's 
separatist Black Muslim 
movement, and that if your 
present racist agitation 
against our people there m 
Alabama causes physical 
harm to ...black Americans 
who are only attempting to 
enjoy their rights as tree 
human beings, that you and 
your Ku Klux Klan friends 
will be met with maximum 
physical retaliation from 
those of us who are not 
handcuffed by the disarming 
phUoeophy of non-violence, 
and nho believ e in the right 
of self-defence ■ by any 
means necessary' 

There is an obvious lesson 
here lor contemporary anti¬ 
fascist orgamsatxxis. 

Revolutionary action there¬ 
fore involves violence as the 
legitimate and vital weapon 
against oppression of what 
ever kind 

"Revolution is bloody, rev- 
otuuon is nostue. revolution 
knows no compromise, rev¬ 
olution overturns and 
destroys everything in its 
way." 

But X is the violence used, 
ultimately lor possession, for 
reversing the economic con¬ 
ditions of oppression. 

"Look at the American 
Revolution in 1776. That 
revolution was for what? 
Portend. Why did they want 
land? Independence How 
was It carried out? 
Bloodshed. Number one, it 
was based on land, the 
basis of independence, and 
the only way they could get 
if was bloodshed. The 
French Revolution - what 
was it based on? The land¬ 
less against the landlord. 
What was it for? Land. 
How did they get It? 
Bloodshed Was no love 
lost, was no compromise, 
was no negotiation ." 

in mesa wins, imcneowiie- 
ly comprehensible to all, 
Malcolm makes it crystal 
dear that a revolution entails 
the overthrow of existing 


economic conditions and their 
reappropriation by those mak¬ 
ing the revolution. He doesnl 
call them the means of produc¬ 
tion’ as Marx did, but the mean¬ 
ing is dear. Violent resurrection 
and the seizure of the condi¬ 
tions of economic control are 
the preconditions of revolution 
and they distinguish revolution 
and revolutionary measures 
from reform and reformism. 
Malcolm was the clearest 
voice pointing in this new direc¬ 
tion: but he was reflecting a 
wider perception within the 
grass roots black movement 
During the summer of 1964 
SNCC undertook a voter regis¬ 
tration drive and other protects 
in Mississippi: several activists 
were killed In racist atrocities. 
SNCC leader James Forman 
wrote that these experiences 
1 confirmed the absolute neces¬ 
sity of self defence". As the 
tactics of Martin Luther King 
and the black middle class and 
white liberal dominated NAACP 
and CORE began to disinte¬ 
grate in mutual recrimination. 
Malcolm says, 

They began to lose control of 
the black masses The 
Negroes were out there in the 
streets. They were talking 
about how they were going to 
march on Washington Right 
at that time Birmingham had 
exploded and the Negroes in 

Birmingham . began to stab 

the crackers (white suprema¬ 
cists) in the back and bust 
them up ‘side their head they 
were going to march on 
Washington, march on the 
Senate, march on the White 
House, march on the Congress 
and tie it up, bring it to a halt, 
not let it proceed.. That was 
revolution That was the black 
revolution. It was the grass 
roots out there m the street" 
The Civil Rights campaign 
had ground to a halt. Malcolm 
argued. After ten years of non¬ 
violent agitation, 

1 We re not even as far qp as 
we were in 1954. We re 
behind where we were m 1954 
There's more segregation now 
than there was in 1954 
There's more racial animosity, 
more racial hatred, more racial 
violence today in 1964. than 
there was in 1954 Where is 
me progress r 

The Civil Rights movement 
had used the tactics of nonvio¬ 
lence for liberal objectives • 
reform, not revolution Malcolm 
acknowledged that. "Good edu¬ 
cation. housing and jobs are 
imperatives for the Negroes, 
and I shall support them m their 
fight wm these obfectrves. but I 
shall tell the Negroes that while 
they are necessary, they can¬ 
not solve the mam Negro prob¬ 
lem.' 

The change from a reformist 
to a revolutionary strategy was 
necessary, but: 'there is no 
such thing as a nonviolent rev¬ 
olution The only kmd of revo¬ 
lution that is nonviolent is the 
Negro revolution. . . . Its the only 
revolution m which the goal is a 
deseg r egated lunch counter, a 
desegregated theatre, a deseg¬ 
regated park, and a desegre¬ 
gated public toilet . That’s no 
revolution ..Land is the basis 
of freedom, justice, and equali¬ 
ty' 

What solution did Malcolm 
propose? 

"The entire Civil Rights strug¬ 
gle movement culminated In 
the passage of Civil Rights leg¬ 
islation, and the movement 
foundered when it became 
apparent that legislation failed 
to reach into the heart of the 
problem. 


When you go down to 
Washington DC. expecting 
those crooks down there ■ and 
that's what they are - to pass 
some kind of civil rights legisla¬ 
tion to correct a very criminal 
situation, what you are doing is 
to encourage the black man. 
who is the victim, to take his 
case into the courts that's con¬ 
trolled by the criminal that 
made him the victim. It will 
never be solved in that way.' 

On the contrary, so tar from 
pleading with a racist establish¬ 
ment to stop racism or bargain¬ 
ing with the state to stop state 
violence. 

"The only way you 're going to 
stop fhe Ku Klux Klan is to stop 
it yourself ..the government 
cant stop it because the gov¬ 
ernment has infiltrated the Klan 
and the Klan has infiltrated the 
government.' 

In fact Malcolm spotlights a 
further effect of Gandhian civil 
rights type campaigns 
"Right after they passed the 
cmI rights Ml. they murdered a 
negro in Georgia and did noth¬ 
ing about it. murdered two 
whites and a negro in 
Mississippi and did nothing 
about it So that the cnnl nghts 
bill has produced nothing 
where we re concerned It was 
only a valve, a vent, that was 
designed to enable us to let off 
our frustrations" 

Such campaigns are 
designed to act to reduce the 
threat of change: “these are 
devices to lessen the danger of 
the explosion, but not designed 
to remove the material that's 
going to explode" 

Anticipating the violent insur¬ 
rections of future years such as 
the explosion in the Watts dis¬ 
trict of Los Angeles and the 
burning of Detroit, he predicts 
that >7 1965 even more blood 

mw IKJvV 

‘Why will it flow? have the 
causes that caused it to flow in 
64 been removed? Have the 
causes that made it flow in 63 
been removed? The causes 

are still here." 

As the 1992 riots in Los 
Angeles showed more plainly 
than ever, "the causes are still 
there" today 

Civil rights had to be replaced 
by a broader objective, an 
objective that Malcolm called 
“human rights" 

"We need to expand the cnnl 
rights struggle to a higher level 
■ to the level of human rights " 
Unfortunately, this conception 
was never developed by 
Malcolm beyond an abstract 
stage "We are fighting for 
recognition as human beings 
We are fighting for the right to 
live as free humans in this soci¬ 
ety In fact, we are actually 
fighting for rights that are even 
greater than cnnl rights and that 
is human rights...." 

It emerges that civil rights are 
what you ask the government 
to do on your behalf; human 
nghts are something that are 
obtained through your own 
action, your own power 
Human rights are the product of 
self emancipation 
Malcolm began by identifying 
this struggle with the pro¬ 
gramme of black nationalism 
The ‘black nationalist' replaces 
the negro’ civil rights worker 
Black nationalists do not regard 
themselves as Americans, he 
says: They look upon them¬ 
selves as a part of dark 
mankind. They see the whole 
struggle on the world stage' 


Black nationalists are in fact, 
internationalists, generalising 
the struggle of oppressed peo¬ 
ple beyond its particular mani¬ 
festation in the US. This is nec¬ 
essary because. Ts impossible 
for you and me to know where 
we aland until we look around 
on this entire earth . We donl 
know where we stand until we 
know where America stands 
You don't know where you 
stand in America until you 
know where America stands in 
the world" 

More and more. Malcolm 
came to stress the importance 
of understanding the exploita¬ 
tion and oppression suffered by 
American blacks in the context 
of oppression as a world wide 
system 

Most dangerous of all were 
those kmd of groups and their 
leaders that lived a double life • 
whose allegiance was ostensi¬ 
bly to the oppressed but which 
in practice were parasitic upon 
the state they attacked. In a 
late interview, he was asked 
about his attitude to established 
civil nghts organisations: Tm 
for whatever gets results. I 
donl go for any organisation 
that has to compromise with 
the power structure and has to 
rely on certain elements within 
the power structure for their 
financing, which puts them m a 
position to be influenced and 
controlled all over again by the 
power structure itself" 

Both SNCC and CORE were 
bought off in this way. The 
problem of such leaders . 
“mouthpieces that control the 
politics of the community", 
occupied Malcolm in some 
detail. 

Tm for anything they get 
involved in that gets a mean¬ 
ingful results for the masses of 
our people ■ but not for the 
benefit of a few hand-picked 
negroes at the top who get 
prestige and credit, and all the 
while the masses problems 
remain unsolved." 

He again uses the example of 
the march on Washington, 
which started as a genuinely 
revolutionary tactic, inspired by 
grass roots activism 
"When they found out that this 
black steamroller was going to 
come down on the capital . . 
they called in all these Negro 
leaders that you respect and 
told them. 'CaH it otr And old 
Tom said. Boss. I cant stop it. 
because I didn 't start it" And 
that old shrewd fox, (President) 
Kennedy, he said, If you aren't 
in H. TH put you in it I’ll put you 
at the head of it. I'll endorse 
you!" 

In the end. the function of 
such leaders (individual or col¬ 
lective) is the opposite of what 
it appears to be 
The only time you see them 
is when the people are explod¬ 
ing The leaders are shot into 
the situation and told to control 
things You can't show me a 
leader that has set off an expfo 
skxi... This is their role - they're 
lust there to contain you and 
me. to restrain the struggle, to 
keep it m a certain groove, and 
not let it get out of control We 
want to get out of control' 

To use an example close to 
home, leaders of the second 
Thamesmead march (support¬ 
ed by the SWP), which con¬ 
tained many highly aggressive 
elements, tncked it into walking 
away from the fascists and then 
congratulated themselves on 
having presented the correct 
slogans while the fascists strut¬ 
ted away to build upon their 
success 

Ultimately, the true role of 
such leaderships is to negotiate 
favourable breaks for the black 
petty bourgeoisie Class antag¬ 
onisms within the layers of 
black society are the decisive 
factor 


Malcolm equates these ele¬ 
ments with the “house negroes" 
of slave times 

‘There were two kinds of 
slaves, the house Negro and 
the field Negro The house 
Negroes - they lived in the 
house with master, they 
dressed pretty good, they ate 
good because they ate his 
food , and they loved the mas¬ 
ter more than the master loved 
himself That was the house 
Negro And that's what we call 
them today, because we Ve still 
got some house niggers still 
running around here ’ 

This strata was very different 
in its attitudes from the field 
Negro' 

‘The field Negroes ■ those 
were the masses There were 
always more Negroes in the 
field than there were in the 
house The Negro in the field 
caught hell The field Negro 
was beaten from morning to 
night; he lived m a shack, in a 
hut’ he wore old cast off 
clothes He hated the master ’ 
The house negroes of con¬ 
temporary American society 
were ‘doctors lawyers, a 
preacher or some other kind of 
Uncle Tom. “ Such elements 
form a ‘black bourgeoisie" 
through which The white power 
structure downtown controls 
the black community’ 

At one time. Malcolm certainly 
saw part of the programme of 
black nationalists in such petty- 
bourgeois measures as black 
control over black businesses, 
the replacement of white busi¬ 
ness owners within black com¬ 
munities by black business 
owners etc But he came to put 
less and less emphasis on 
such perspectives In one of his 
last interviews he said. T used 
to define black nationalism as 
the idea that the black man 
should control the economy of 
his community, the politics of 
this community, and so forth ’ 
He tells how his experiences 
while travelling in Africa made 
him change his mind - he had 
met whites who were for him, 
perfectly good revolutionaries 
‘In my recent travels in the 
African countries and others, it 
was impressed upon me the 
importance of having a working 
unity among all peoples, black 
as well as white ’ 

Obviously, a revision of this 
kind earned far reaching impli¬ 
cations tor his entire philoso 
phy *So I had to do a lot of 
thinking and reappraising of 
my definition of black national 
ism if you notice. I haven t 
been using the expression for 
several months" 

As a revolutionary philoso¬ 
phy, Black nationalism had 
proved a dead end 
In re-thinking his position of 
inter-racial alliances, he 
remained true to certain funda¬ 


mental pnnciples Black eman¬ 
cipation was still placed solidly 
on a basis of the self-interest 
of Atro-Amencans Tf you have 
a contribution to make to our 
development, do it. But that 
doesn 't mean we re with you or 
against you We re tor our¬ 
selves Whatever is good for 
us. that's what we re interested 
in That doesn't mean that 
we re against you But it does 
mean that we re tor ourselves ‘ 

The idea that radical white 
groups could earn fhe gratitude 
of black Amencans for certain 
varieties of charitable work, is 
uncompromisingly rejected • in 
Malcolm's words. ‘you don't 
need to give us a crutch The 
black man has to be shown 
how to free himself‘To be 
given' freedom or equality is in 
contradiction with itself, lor 
"There s only one way to be 
independent There s only one 
way to be free It's not some¬ 
thing that somebody gives to 
you It s something that you 
take." 

The only firm basis for an 
alliance lies in an alliance of 
each group's self-interest: joint 
action is to be consciously 
based on the self interest of 
both White liberal guilt, sym¬ 
pathy or patronage is itself a 
symptom of a racist society. 
But this insistence on the right 
of black communities to self 
organisation is completely at 
vanance with the dogma that 
only black led organisations 
can be anti-racist Still worse 
is the smear that white anti¬ 
racist groups must be racist, 
or as it is expressed m classi¬ 
cally Orwellian language, 
“unconsciously racist" 

In the fight against racism 
and fascism in this country tor 
example, all socialists should 
be absolutely clear that the 
reason for working with those 
who are the immediate targets 
of the racists and fascists, is 
that reactionary groups are 
also the enemies of the whole 
working class Put yourself in 
the firing line against fascist 
organisations for example, in 
contrast to some self publicis¬ 
ing committee against racism, 
and you will certainly experi¬ 
ence oppression at first hand. 
Oppression' at the hands of 
the fascists or the state isn't an 
expenence confined to blacks, 
and in particular, not to the 
black middle class To insist 
otherwise as for example ARA 
does, is to play the racist's own 
game It is to insist on the pn- 
macy of racist credentials over 
those of class By requmng the 
leadership of all anti-racist 
organisations to be black 
(ARA) racial criteria 

(Continued over the 
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•re impMcttty assumed to be 
decisive In 9is consciousness 
and stnjctura of social forma- 
tons, Whda supramacists say 

tie tame. 

Tha logic la inascap- 
som.rmere race, noi ciass. « 
considered to be tha primary 


bona, some vary disturbing 
questions folow right along. If 
only blades guarantee authen- 
anu-racisi iMOiKwnp, n wwi 
nave x> oe ascenaineo wneev 
•r tor example, a person vrth a 
single black grandparent is 
'biack* - Or whether a sinale 

oiwvn w* ”• rwv ^w" as an rwrw 

black great grandparent leaves 
s person white' • The politi¬ 
cians of Nazi Germany debat¬ 
ed such questions with fero¬ 
cious enthusiaom. In practice, 
the logic of such a poekton dic¬ 
tates that you inevitably end up 
sitting at the same table as the 


Sixty years later, the Nation 
of Islam invited the leader of 
the American Nazi Party. 
Lincoln Rockwell, and his col¬ 
leagues to attend its confer¬ 
ence which they duly did. 
Nazi's sat side by side with 
black Muslims. Malcolm 
realised that a philosophy 
which led to such grotesque 
tactics must be repudated. 

At the stage the anti-racist 
struggle had reached in mid¬ 
sixties America. Malcolm felt 
that this emphasis on racial 
autonomy, the paraNei but (is- 
oner interests or raotcai roacK 
and while groups, delated sep¬ 
aratist organisation. 

But this dd not exclude work¬ 
ing with anti racist non-black 

organisations rve ww worn 

with anyone, wiH any group, 
no mailer vHet tier ookrur ie, 
as tong as Hey are genuinely 
tnmreswa wung me funos ot 
slap neoeeaary lo bring an end 
to the xyusftoas that black peo¬ 
ple in this country are afflicted 
*• 

He appends a significant 
warning: "But H they're In any 
way that compromising, dan¬ 
gerous type of person, then we 
think they should be dealt 
wkh.' 

How did he define compro¬ 
mising and dangerous' in this 
connection? 

1 behove that there are some 
wnne people wno nygnt oe sm- 
cere. But I think they should 
proven. And you cant prove It 
by sngrtg wrth me. You cant 
prove it by being nonviolent 
Ho, you can prove it by recog- 
nrsmg the law ot justice And 
the law ot justice is ‘he who 
kills by the sword should be 
killed by the sword ' This is 


White anti-racists organisa¬ 
tions therefore, are presented a 
clear criterion according to 
whether or not they are •sin¬ 
cere'' or not. Such an app¬ 
roach will not appeal to any 
organisations who talk up a 
revolutionary storm, but who 
cherish reformist tactics • those 
who are too 'squeamish' for 
physical confrontation 
Malcolm describes his atti¬ 
tude xi another parable 
‘It I came home and find 
some blood on the leg ot one 
ot my little girts, and my wife 
told me that a snake bit the 
child, I'd go looking tor the 
snake And it I found the 
snake. I wouldn't necessarily 
take time lo see if it had blood 
on Its jaws. As far as I'm con¬ 
cerned the snake is the snake. 
So It snakes don't went some¬ 
one hunting snakes indtschmi- 
nalety, I say snakes should get 


together and dean out th& Awrk of ttose anti-racists who 
snakeyhouee: believe, like Malcolm, that an 

Thla and similar decMtons «*«*•*■*• Inaoktog 
are a mla away from tha maa- icM cordronMion is the toy to 
surad rhetoric of conventional •"b-rcist authenticity Whan 
socialist ('revokilionarv') odi- dd you last aaa a member of 
ctfons. ThenMi «a*of ARA or the ANL or the Mfeant 
many such Tevolultonanea' wi front bashing a fascist? 
be to Immodatefy to draw Ines To overcome Ms tendency to 
around some snakes to dstkv sectarianism, Malcolm pro- 
guish tram from otter types of posed the formation of a non- 
snaxe. oo a mr example me ToCDonai ufnoretia ofganisauon 


this routs, Marcus Garvey met 
with the deputy leader of the 
KKK in 1922. declaring: m J 


IRA blows up a van load of that would units al ideological 
snakes buldng prisons for the factions under a simple pro¬ 
security forces, or a right wing gramme of action. He was 
snake who happans to be a against the idea, beloved of the 
minister in the Tory govern- left, that the solution is formu- 
mart, they wi protest fcat they leled by the construction of an 
are the wrong sort of snake. In abstract programme' that Is 
the aftermath of firm actions then 'p r esen t ed 1 to the ‘mass- 
against certain groups of as.' The object is not for a 
snake, tftey wM protest against grotto of revolutionary leaders' 
the provocation' of snakes, (the 'cadre') to sit in a back 
Malcolm brushes aside room cooking up all sorts of 
reformist festal alienees of this exotic recipes for revolution, 
kind: Idonl accept any none- but rather, to give people a 
olent liberals. This doesn’t thorough understanding ot 
mean that you’ve got to bo vto- what it is Hot confronts them, 
lent but It does mean Hat you and the basic caueas that pro- 
canlbo nonviolent.. ." duce, and they’ll create their 

So how do (hot* wfio .r. fmgnmmt: md »» 
thwnaetvM no) tw immediate poop* onto < protnmmt. 
oOpctoofoppreaaon.but<*» 

dam lo Do on the sided those *■*•'*' COM* pngnmnm. 
who art i.e predominately you per no acton" 
wmte anti-racist and anti-fascist Malcolm always held that it is 
groups, prove their creden- social relations rather than the 


wmte ano-ractst and wis-rasost Malcolm always held that it is 
groups, prove their creden- social relations rather than the 
dais? simple fact of race, which finai- 

yYhen the day comes when ly account lor the oppression 
He whites who are reeky fed endured by biack Americans 
up - / don’t mean those jive Soon after leaving the Nation 
whites, who pose as liberals of Islam, Maiootm outlined the 
and who are not - when they process of eoonomic exploits- 
learn how to really establish bon that underlines the social 
the proper type of communica- endpoklktollactoofriacrirnina- 
bon wrth those uptown who are Vou ta ke the p eople who 
ted up, and they get some 9/9 in the audience nght now. 
coordinated action ootoo voul They’re poor Our weekly 
get some changes But how •• l9r Y individually hardly 
many feel thdHey could truly •mounts to anything Built 
identity with a struggle that eras you take the salary ot avary- 
one here collectively ... Ha a lot 

"The Civil Rights Bill was 
only a valve that was 
designed to enable us to let 
off our frustrations" 


designed to ekmnate He basic 
causae that create the condi¬ 
tions that exist? Not vary 
many. They can jive; but whan 
k comes to identifying youreek 
with a struggle that is not 
endorsed by the power struc¬ 
ture, that is not acceptable, 
where the ground ndes are not 
laid down by the society which 
you live in and which you're 
struggling against • you can’t 
identity with that, you step 
back.' 

This is the inescapable cue 
for whits anti-racist and anti¬ 
fascist groups Working with 
those who are the direct obfect 
of racial violence and discrimi¬ 
nation is only possible under 
the conditions of direct action 
This is precisely the trouble 
with many anti-racist groups; 
those who wish to pursue the 
struggle within the confines of 
the existing system sabotage 
and frustrate the efforts of 
those who are truly determined 
to fight it by any means neces¬ 
sary Malcolm identifies the 
problem in Ms way: “The one 
mistake that has been facton- 
alised too much Instead ot 
having any degree ot coordna- 
tion toward a common objec¬ 
tive. usually they are divided 
and spend a lot of tune either 
being suspicious of each other, 
or even outright fighting each 
other * 

The outcome is a situation 
where everyone claims they 
want to fight racism and fas¬ 
cism p y my mum n tcea 
and where each anti¬ 
racist organisation announces 
that it is for unity - but unavoid¬ 
ably, and for the purest of doc¬ 
trinal reasons, has to operate 
behind its own front organisa- 
twn nstsad of a sngle aWancs 
Worse sti they obstruct the 


of wealth man you look at k 
like that, think how rich Unde 
Sam had become, not with Ms 
handful, but millions ot biack 


ft is upon Ms fact of exploita¬ 
tion and the social pressures 
founded upon it that the unity 
of biack Americans a founded: 
‘oppression made them broth¬ 
ers. segregation made them 
brothers; humiliation made 
them brothers ’ 

Given these conditions, the 
position of the black masses at 
the sharpest end of the work¬ 
ing dess is at its most naked 
and antagonistic, the potential 
for revolutionary leadership is 
created. As Trotsky recog¬ 
nised: It is very possible that 
the Negroes will proceed 
through self-determination to 
the pmietanan dictatorship m a 
couple of gigantic strides, 
ahead of the great bloc ot 
white workers They wki then 
be the vanguard.’ 

The institutionalisation of race 
prejudice is carried on accord¬ 
ing to a system, and as 
Malcolm increasingly insisted, 
the name of that system is cap¬ 
italism. 

'A chicken just doesn't have 
it twffsn its system to produce 
a duck egg It can't do k. ft 
can only produce according to 
what that particular system 
was constructed to produce 
The system in this oourkry can¬ 
not produce freedom for an 
Afro-American It is impoeakJh 
tor His system, this economic 
system. His political system, 
this system period ITs impos¬ 
sible for this system, as it 
stands, to produce freedom 
nght now for the black man in 
thm country’ 


Of course, the 
oonflned to America. 

"Most of the countries that 
ware colonial powers ware 
capitalist countries, and tha 
last bulwark ot capkatam today 
a America Its imxissible for 

iw rwriwin** fi w ergru^wee rwr 

a white person to believe in 
cepkaksm wkhout radam. You 
cant have capitalism without 
racism: 

The expiotove nature of cap*- 
takem is fixed, II is unchange¬ 
able without the destruction of 


you can? operate a capkal- 
let system unlaaa you are vuk 
turiatic; you have to have 
someone else s blood to suck 
to be a capitalist You show 
me a capitalist, and Ik show 
you a bloodsucker Ha cannot 
be anyHing alee but a blood¬ 
sucker if he's going to be a 
capitalist .Ha's got to get it 
from somewhere other than 
himself, and that's where ha 
gats it - from someone other 
Han tumaefT 

But the capitalist does more 
than simply steal what by rig^t 
belongs to other people; he 
destroys the possibility of 
wealth being accumulated by 
anyone but Nmeelf: 

'European lactones cent pro¬ 
duce unless Hey have some¬ 
place to market her products. 
It is for His reason that He 
European nations in the past 
have kept the nations m Latm 
America and in Africa and in 

Ann im fiann—inn -* 

nXXTt uGCOmtng trKJUSmw 

powers. They keep tha 
machinery and the ability to 
produce and manufacture tank¬ 
ed to Europe and limited to 
America. Then this puts 
America and He Europeans in 
a position to control He econo¬ 
my ot all other nations and 
keep Hem living at a low stan¬ 
dard.’ 

The oppression of black 
Americans is therefore not 
exclusively an American prob¬ 
lem, nor is It in the last analy¬ 
sis. even a racial problem: 1 
behave that there wik ultimately 
be a clash between the 
oppressed and thoae who 
want freedom, justice and 
equality for everyone, and 
those who want to continue He 
systems ot exploitation I 
believe that there will be that 
kind of dash, but I don't think 
that it wki be based upon the 
cotour of skin. . : 

It follows that: ft is incorrect 
to classify the revolt of the 
negro as simply a racial con¬ 
flict of black against white, or 
as purely an American prob¬ 
lem Rather, we are today 
seemg a global rebellion d (he 
oppressed against the oppres¬ 
sor, the exploited against the 
exploiter The Negro revolu¬ 
tion is not a racial revok 

Arguments as to the exact 
degree to which Malcolm was 
moving towards an explicit 
form ot revolutionary socialism 
and would have succeeded in 
sneoatng u\e illusions no con- 
tmued to retain at the time of 
his assassination - for example 
in the socialist character of 
Stalinist regimes and African 
nationalism - are marginal. 
Socialist who pontificate over 

—i — i-* — —i — 

ms Ki 80 K)gicai creooniuus miss 
the moat important tact of all: 
that Malcolm X at the end of 
his life had developed into an 
uncompromising revolutionary 
His speeches form one of the 
most powerful indictments of 
reformist attitudes, apologies 
and compromises ever made 
They are also fine defences 
and examples of what Marx 
called 'revolutionary passion' 

"Power in defence of freedom 
is greater than power In 
defence of tyranny and oppres¬ 
sion. because power, real 
power, comes from conviction 
which produces action, uncom- 
promising acnon n 3 iso pro¬ 
duces insurrection against 
oppression This is the onI 
way you end oppression • w eh 



Nine months after Paula 
Bums and her comrades were 
forcibly and brutally strip- 
searched m Maghaberry Gaol, 
the terror of the attack 
remains. Long after the physi¬ 
cal pain has subsided, the fear 
of being attacked again contin¬ 
ues. Adding to the pain and 
fear a the knowledge that the 
attack on 2 March is part of an 
orchestrated campaign to 
demoralise and ultimately de 
fBdi me pofiucaj prisoners. 

Paula s a 24-year-old repub¬ 
lican prisoner held on explo¬ 
sives-related charges. She is 
held in Mourne House, the 
women's section of 
Maghaberry. There are 21 
republican prisoners held in 
Mourne House. They are 
housed in Mee wings - seven 
women to one wing. 

Maghaberry Gaol was 
opened in 1963 in the after- 


math of the 1981 Hunger 
Strikes and in the wake of a 
continuing struggle wtMn Long 
Kesh as, in official parlance, 
'an option after sentencing". In 
other words, by using age-old 
'carrot and stick" techniques 
the authorities were trying, 
once again, to “normalise* the 
situation In British gaols in 
Ireland. Prisoners who agreed 
to transfer to Maghaberry. con¬ 
form to the regime and give up 
their claim to political status 


of a mors relaxed regime, 
greater privileges and 
increased chances of parole. 

in rpTum, me nomern irwino 
Office hoped it could normalise 
the prison situation. According 
to pian, poHDCai pnsonen • 
demoralised by the hunger 
strikes - would flock to Meghe- 
berry. 

There remained one prob- 


NICARAGUA 

FORGOTTEN 

REVOLUTION 


O n the morning of 27 
February 1990. the peo¬ 
ple of Nicaragua awoke 
to a new and unexpected 
future. Much to the surprise of 
both the supporters of the 
Sandimsta National Liberation 
Front (FSLN) and the United 
Nicaragua Opposition (UNO), 
the election results did not sig¬ 
nify a continuation of 
Sandimsta rule m their country 
The UNO coalition of 14 dif¬ 
ferent political parties fully 
expecting total defeat suddenly 
found rtselt elected to power 
Across the country realisation 
sank m In the northern city of 
Matagalpa where for many 
years the contra war had al¬ 
ways been dote, the streets 
were empty of traffic and peo¬ 
ple Throughout the country, 
many workers and peasants, 
believing the contra mercen¬ 
aries based in Honduras were 
to be used to seize control of 
cities, began arming them¬ 
selves reedy to fight. And to 
began Nicaragua's new "era of 
democracy". 

Nicaragua, under the 
Sancfcmstas was the subject of 
a constant flow of disinforma¬ 
tion, lies and paranoid fan- 
ladies generated oy me wrote 


House and picked up by the 
bourgeoisie media abroad. The 
Sandinistas, having no aktm i 
five media network to counter 
the attacks stressed the impor¬ 
tance of people going to 
Nicaragua to experience for 
themselves the reality of the 
revolution. 

Nicaragua was to draw many 
people during its revolutionary 
years from individual travelers 
and study tours to ideotogicei- 
ly-moovateo imemauonai brig¬ 
ades. The International Bri¬ 
gades were set up toths spirit 
Of mose wno nao fnown sow- 
arity with the Spanish people 
during their crvfl war. In Nicara¬ 
gua. the country's severe leek 
of labour during the coffee har¬ 
vest period and leek of moral 
support in their own ervii war, 
made the brigades an impor¬ 
tant link. The brigades' con¬ 
tributed work and solidarity 
and. in return, gained an 
insight into Nicaraguan peas¬ 
ant life and learned about the 
revolution 

In December 1968 I joined 
the John Maclean Brigade. 
Scotland's first International 
Brigade, and became one of 
the many thousands of 
activists to axpariance tha 










lam. With the doting down of 
the Victorian and decrepit 
Armagh Qaoi. women political 
prisoners would also have to 
be held in Maghaberry But. 
tie NiO thought, at there were 
only 21 woman republican pris¬ 
oners they could be contained 
In Moume Mouse and would 
not. given their small numbers 
be able to wreak havoc on the 
maalar-pian. 

Nothing could be further from 
the truth. In the words of the 
NK>. 'These 21 woman cause 
us more problems than the 
whole prison population put 


With the appointment of we berrlcaded our cell door, were disgusting They come m 
Robert Gibson, ex-govemor of We were determined to defend and tell us they are here to 
Long Keah. in August, the ourselves. If you're being make aura we’re alright but 
prison authorities went on the attacked you have to defend they were there that day just 
offensive against the repubk- yourself. watching what was happening. 

"The strip-searches went on not trying to stop «.* 

•» morning. As the screws Despite the viciousness of 
moved from one cell to the the attack. Paula and her com- 
ornun* TSITia we oould hear our com- rades are determined they wi 

- rad " tCfM ^ng and shouting not be beaten Having come 

We couldn't see much, but ws this far. they have no plans to 

0001(1 *** ^ #ound of bam- fit In with the NIO's idea of 

cades being ripped down, of -modeT prisoners The women 

ohm 1 women bem 0 assaulted and recognise the attack is part of a 

meet wlththe OCThTl^ we could hear male screws wider campaign Their belief is 

laughing and shouting.They confirmed with the sheing out 

wu 8tatU ^ on,y #, °PP 0d wh0n '* was of punishments for resisting the 


The republican prisoners had 
fought alongside their male 
comrades for political status 
following its withdrawal In 
1976. In Armagh Gaol, they 
were organised under the oom- 
mand of an appointed OC and 
had fought for their rights, as 
wel as recognition, as political 
prisoners. That fight had not 
been easy. The women had 
taken their place alongside the 
men in Long Keeh on the 1960 
hunger-strike. From 1962 they 
had to endure the humiliation 
and brutality of regular strip- 
searching. used as a weapon 
to break them. 

The women brought with 
them to Maghabeny that proud 
legacy of resistance - much to 
tie NIO's dismay 

Between 1983 and August 
last year, the women enjoyed 
much of the status they had 
fought for in Armagh. Their 
appointed OC was recognised 
by the Governor. They were 
anoweo inter-wing association, 
wore their own clothes, had 
access to education classes 
and reserved the right to refuse 
to do prison work. 


IAJM - _ -A 

was owng cnaiiengea 
This campaign to force the 


'When it came to our turn, 


stnp-search • cunenty the sub¬ 
ject of a legal appeal Women 


women to conform came to a male screws dressed in boHeJ who refused to go to the totch- 

head In en t0 

March this work 

Tor lh . “These 21 women cause us more InUm, 

first time strip- 

tTnTn problems than the whole prison J7 r v c J 

woman in f# _ been 

Mourne population put together. ^rther 

political ished. 

and non- Overall, 

political prisoners alike, were suits and riot gear forced open conditions in Moume House for 
strip-searched In their cells, the door and broke down the ,he republican prisoners are 
There was no warning. The barricade and about 12 female deteriorating rapidly 
republican prisoners fiercely screws entered our cell. Ann- Paula Baker summed up the 
rested Mane was taken from the cell futility of the NIO's attempts to 

Paula Burns told us what ^ • was pushed to the floor break the women's morale: 
happened: "We were kept W • m * and legs were held m They wont beat us." she said, 
locked in our cels in the mom- drfferent locks while my clothes The ferocity of the attack on 2 
ing and told there was going to were ripped off. March has compelled the fan* 

be a search. We assumed it *1 could see male screws lies and supporters of the 
was going to be a cel search, standing outside my cell and women to launch the Stop- 
After about an hour, one of the they were making obscene Strip Searches Campaign, 
women shouted: They're going gestures with their fingers and They have collated personal 
to strip-search us.' Shortly shouting sexual remarks It statements from the women 
after. I heard the screams of was sickening. I was forcibly about the attack, held white- 
one of the women. She was dress-ed and taken into the line pickets, set up branches 


The ferocity of the attack on 2 
March has compelled the farm- 


T could see male screws lies and supporters of the 
standing outside my cell and women to launch the Stop- 


the tint to be strip-searched 
‘I share a cell with Anne- 


1 saw people 


throughout the six counties and 
the Board axxkjcted a successful speak 


Marie McCabe and together of Visitors on the wing They ing tour in Britain 


Resistance to the regime takes many forms inicuding armed resistance 


black sheep in Central 
America's family 

Those were exhilarating 
times. Managua had a thriving, 
continuously changing, interna¬ 
tional community of mainly US 
and European bngades. con¬ 
gregating around the area of 
the Avenida Ho Chi Minh when 
not working and contributing to 
Nicaraguan demonstrations 
Among them were Basque 
separatists, German and Swiss 
Autonomes. FMLN war wound¬ 
ed and supporters of Irish 
resistance armies. 

For almost 11 years from 
1979 to 1990, the Sandimsta 
revolution brought great 
changes to Nicaragua that 
Began in me immediate aner* 
math of the insurrectional victo¬ 
ry. Only months after the over¬ 


throw of the dictator Somoza. 
the Sandinista junta launched a 
national literacy crusade which 
reduced illiteracy from over SO 
per cent to under 13 per cent. 
Education was expanded A 
national health service was cre- 


and eradicating killer diseases 
such as measles and polio. 
Large agricultural enterprises 
were nationalised and the 
SandHatas wart also credited 
with many environmental com¬ 
mitments. 

Women, who for years had 
lived under the yoke of reac¬ 
tionary Catholic morality were 
to win rights they had never 
before known. 

Peoples' participation in the 
new society was actively 
encouraged and within five 


years of the insurrection's tri¬ 
umph, unionisation of the work¬ 
force rose from six per cent to 
over 55 per cent 
The 10th anniversary of the 
revolution, 19 July 1969, saw a 
massive turnout of people 
including foreign nationals into 
revolution square m Managua 
As President Ortega and oth¬ 
ers addressed the crowd effi¬ 
gies of Bush were burned and 
flags of oppressed peoples 
struggles from all over the 
world flew in the wind. An 
anarchist banner was read to 
the crowd from the platform 
Teed the poor, starve the rich." 
It was hard to believe that with 
the intense revolutionary feel¬ 
ing in the crowd, the FSLN was 
to be defeated in the election 
only seven months later. 


When the newsreaders 
declared the Nicaraguan 
revolution dead many peo¬ 
ple in the west accepted 
their word and interest 
dropped Britain's Nicaragua 
Solidarity Campaign lost a 
high percentage of its mem¬ 
bership In Teftie" newspa¬ 
pers. Nicaragua had all but 
disappeared News however 
was filtering back about the 
Sandinistas' spirited resis¬ 
tance to the imposition of 
reactionary laws.So in 199t 
I joined another brigade and 
went back 

I found Nicaragua greatly 
changed in the three years 
since I was last there 
Walking through Managua 
again, the consequences of 
reactionary rule became 
clearer 

The Avenida Ho Chi Minh 
had lost its name and now 
was |ust another busy, unre¬ 
paired road Where once a 
mural, running for several 
yards and charting Nicaraguan 
history from Spanish con¬ 
querors to the revolution, had 
stood bright and cotourfut, now 
stood a blackened wall 
In the plaza Espana where 
people once went to relax with 
a drink, the returned 'Miami 
set" had moved in. The super¬ 
market, "La Coloniale*. that 
stood at one end of the plaza 
which once sold cheap imports 
from Cuba and the USSR 
together with Nicaraguan pro¬ 
duce now sold expensive US 
products to those who could 
afford them 

The Sandinistas, still by far 
the largest single party in 
Nicaragua, had resisted with 
some degree of success the 
UNO Government's attacks on 
the revolution's gains. How¬ 
ever, the damage had been 


We spoke to Mena Baker, the 
mother of Shauneen Baker 
(19) who is also being held on 
explosives-related charges. 
Mena said Shauneen is a Af¬ 
ferent person since the attack 
took place: "She is very with¬ 
drawn. She said to me: "When 
I go to bed I don't know what's 
going to happen n tie morning: 

Despite this young woman's 
fear, her resolve is all the more 
determined In a letter to her 
mother, she said: "Don't worry 
mammy, we're the ones who 
can hold our heads up.’ 

Mena and other relatives are 
keen to see as much protest as 
possible taking place over the 
strip-searches They, like their 
daughters, are afraid the NIO 
may strike again 

Not surprisingly, the left here 
in Britain failed once again to 
respond Before the Red 
Action-initiated speaking tour m 
October, no effective activity 
took place m solidarity with the 
republican women prisoners 
However, once the speaking 
tour was underway many 
organisations responded posi¬ 
tively including Nalgo, the 
CADV, Workers Power, the 
Leninist, the RCG and the IFM 
The unifying potential of this 
campaign is dearly apparent 

Meanwhile. Paula. Ann- 
Marie. Shauneen and their 
comrades daily confront the 
screws who ripped off their <*g- 
nity as well as their clothes 
Ttieir determination means that 
for all the millions of pounds 
the NIO has spent on trying to 
turn Maghaberry into a model 
pnson, the spirit of resistance 
has shown again that it cannot 
be bought off or beaten into 
submission 
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great The national health ser¬ 
vice, stricken by severe short¬ 
ages of equipment due to 
being starved of funds, could 
not prevent the rise in infant 
mortality Diseases eradicated 
by the revolution returned, 
among them measles and 
cholera 

In the field of education, 
spending has greatly been 
slashed and over 9.000 teach¬ 
ers face unemployment 
Illiteracy is greatly on the nse 
and many students face cuts m 
grants and government subsi¬ 
dies. Over seven million US 
dollars worth of textbooks that 
had been donated by the 
Norwegian Government were 
destroyed on the grounds that 
they were too political and 
those concerning sex educa¬ 
tion, "loo explicit" 

To counter the Sandinista s 
land reform, the UNO 
Government passed a law 
allowing large land owners the 
right to lease back confiscated 
property with a view to its com¬ 
plete return. This decree was 
taken advantage of by many 
Somozistas Urge scale privto- 
sation of state assets have also 
been earned out 
The ecological revolu¬ 
tion has been greatly 
affected Proposals have 
been put forward to 
dump toxic waste on the 
Atlantic coast The ram 
forests are once again 
under threat from timber 
merchants from the US 
and, more recently, 

Taiwan These changes 
were made without prior 
consultation with the 
environmental institute 
The position of women 
has also suffered The 
conservative, patriarchal 
morality towards women (at 


NATIONAL 

SPEAKING 

TOUR 

nVliifVfl mnO TrwfHJM Of 

the republican prisoners 

la | aha rn r n n J 

in megnsoerry conoucieo 
a successful two wee* 
apaaklng tour In Britain In 
October to damand an 
and to atrip-aaarching. 
Thay addraaaad four pub¬ 
lic maatinga In London, 
Manchaatar, Edinburgh 
abd Glasgow. numaroua 
trada union maatinga, atu- 
dant, community and 
political groupa. 

Intarvaiwa were conduct- 
ad wtth the press, radio 
•no political papers. 

The apeaklng tour waa 
aponaorad by NALGO 
Woman 'a Committee, alx 
Labour MPa. the 
Campaign Againat 
Domeatic Violence and 
waa coordinated by Rad 
Action. 

Daapita attempt* by the 
atata and Ita aganta to dia- 
rupt the tour, Including 
arraating apaakara com¬ 
ing In and leaving the 
country under the PTA. A 
phone call by Faaciata to 
Manchaatar radio lad to a 
search of the venue by 
the bomb aquad. Nothing 
waa found and the meet¬ 
ing want ahead. The tour 
waa a promising atari to a 
campaign of undoubted, 
but aa yet untapped 


in society was re-emphasising 
their role as wives and moth¬ 
ers Abortion and contraception 
was greatly condemned and 
sexism found its way back into 
the media where it continues 
unrestrained 

The UNO Government, how¬ 
ever. from when it took office in 
Apnl 1990 has faced problems 

The following month they 
found themselves confronted 
by a general stnke The situa¬ 
tion, already serious, was 
made all the more difficult by 
the fact both the police and 
army, largely supported the 
stnkers' demands This led to 
barricades being dismantled 
slowly by the military giving the 
stnkers plenty of time to leave 
the areas the troops were 
ordered into 

The 12th anniversary of the 
revolution. 19 July 1991. saw 
more than 40.000 people 
crammed into the Plaza de la 
Revolution Daniel Ortega, 
addressing the crowd, declar¬ 
ed: ‘Our enemies claim that 
Sandmrsmo is dead Where do 
all these people come from?" 
He called lor a reconfirmation 
of the spirit of Sandmmo 



(above) Sandinista memorial 
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Deer Rad 
Action. 


Enclosed are a tew back mum al the Welsh SoctaM Party's paper 
Y Fantr Qoch. It conw out every two months snd pertwps ws csn 
arrange an exchange wah Red Act>on, when see ms to be one of the 
lew (very lew!) Ml orgen teeti on s * England with any idea of whars 
going on and what to do. It was very refreshing to read its articles 
about Sooland and Euskad in your West iaaua. so much at oddi with 
Via MsaJssi Chicken Tendency and Reactionary Reformist Group- 
types that make up the Bot left today 

HopeMy wa can exchange a taw ideas on Vis national question snd 
Via way revolulionary socialists can o pwitt now Vis East European 
buraaucraoes have crumbled 
Yn frawdoi. fr a tamaly. 

Marc Jones 

Secretary. Cymru Goch 


Impressed 


AChairda. 

I was recently sent a copy of 
Red Action no. 62. Noticing 
your address as well as the 
mention of the BBC piece I 
though it would be useful to 
write I'd heard very indirectly of 
RA. mainly in connection with 
Anti-Fascist Action but this is 
the first opportunity to find out 
more. Could you send me a 
copy of your information pam¬ 
phlet? It would be greatly 
appreciated, as would any 
other material you think would 
be useful. I was very surprised 
with the material that AFA in 
London sent me. not least 
because of their base in work- 
ing-dass pnk tirt and their poli¬ 
cy of the united front I beli e ve 
that there are similar problems 


developing in Dublin. 

By the way, there's a letter In 
RA no. 62 on page 3 which 
mentions the Leninist. Fight 
Racism! Fight ImpenaNam! and 
a publication Open Polemic 
The first two I know. Open 
Polemic I don't. Do you know of 
V? Is it any good? If it is, do you 
have a contact address. We 
get most of the Irish malarial up 
hare and soma EngKeh but I've 
not oome across this one. Are 
you planning to produce your 
own material? 

I look forward to hearing from 
you when you got the chance 
to write 

Beirbuaagas beamacht 
John O’Dowd 
H-8lock3 


S.H.A.R.P. 

Dear Rad Action, 

Could you sand me 250 "Beating the Fascists* stokers. The BNP 
recently made the front page of the local Evening Post in Berks. 

I saw the Open Space - Fighting Tafc and Panorama BBC pro¬ 
grammes about the BNP. I myself support SHARP (Skinheads 
Against Racial Prejudice) and am a fan of toe Redskins 
I remember seeing the Angelic upaterto/Tha Biaggers play the 
Robey for CS8/AFA • a great night 
Yours. 

T.T. 

DaiUIum 

oencamre 


ELITISM 

Dear Red Action. 

I was in England recently and 
saw your paper at a bookstore. 
Since there's no phone number 
in the paper, I didn't have time 
to contact you. I have been 
part of the socialist movement 
since 1953 • a large part of it in 
the Trotskyist groupings I no 
longer consider myself a 
Trotskyist because I believe 
we have to build something 
superior to the Bolshevik Party 
rather than just to copy it like 
the Trotskyist's tend to do. I 


think the problem is elitism 
which pervades our culture 
and naturally affects the left as 

wel. 

I'm personalty involved m the 
Latm America socialist move¬ 
ment Mach is less a mess than 
the US radicals who I'm afraid 
have done more harm that the 
CIA to socialism I think we 
have to reaffirm a commitment 
to revolutionary democracy 
(not bourgeois dsmocracy) and 
take away the concept from 
the bourgeoisie 
Fraternally. 

Earl Gilman. 

San Francisco. 

California 


GREAT STUFF! 

Dear Red Action. 

I received ad the stuff you sent me. thanks a tot for it. Of course. I 
haven't finished reading it yet but what I saw up to now is really 
good (I especially like the article in no. 62 on Trotsky's verdict on 
the Anti-Nazi League). Its great stuff really 
Another good thing is you pubksh letters I Think that’s a good 
way to exchange points of view. 

Here in Belgium, anarchist-communists are not so many as in 
other European countries. Its a fuckm little country and the nazi 
cops’ are reaRy active to ’persecute' us. but as Che Guevara said. 
The thing that matters is not victory or defeat, it's the continuity of 
the attack. 1 

I’d like to ask you two things. 1) Is it possible for other people's 
articles to be published in Red Action and 2) you know that I'm in 
pk but«It poeatote for me to order a Red Action t-shirt by serving 
you an international postal order? 

Not for fashion of course, but here we may wear personal t-shirts 
and I especially like to wear these kind because you see the 
screws faces • even if they don’t understand the words they 
unoersuno me picture 

Anyway. I hope to receive news from you as soon as possfcie. 

Love and Raga/Anarchy/ Solidarity 

Boris 


Dear Red Action. 

I got your latter and the newspapers end Tvs shown tha papers to 
pboea to toe Meton-Lund erne where rnmantentobacbb get togeto- 

er. 

The consequences of Ms a toat Aw mada arrangements wth one 
Mb shop In Lund, one cab in Mak no and two you fh ootnmunbt 
groups in Lund and Landabona The arrangement 1$ toat I can pul 
your newspaper in their places to ba read 
Tha tosa/eal tor toa paper and AFA b very big We tank that we have 
much to bam from you about how to kj/ht toe fascists But I think 
than m a probbm with tha paper - tha Iwiguage I totok toe beet way 
to spread toe paper a to gkro free axarnpba to toe places I have 
mentioned above I totok k b Mkuk to sek toe paper because of k 

- —- r - 

Oewlg f? CryVf. 

/ hope you an abb to aand ua baa copies of your paper Thaahob 
anb-tasast movement n this area would be very grateful to you t you 
could do tob But t you donl have toe means to send ua fm copbe 
wt woukf uode / stwid tost 

H its poaatob wa would ba grablul tor 12 copba H you have eorna 
other free material you could aand ua, pbaae do. 

Thank you tor your aupport and Merest In our abugpb agamet tha 
bectob 

Youra severely. 

MM 

PO BOX 12060, S-245 02. Hfrp, Sweden 



Dear Red Action, 

Thank you tor sending us your 
paper We would Nke to sal It 
on a regular basis so please 
send us six copies of each 
issue from now on. Let us 
know how much to pay. One 
copy of all available back 
issues would be good too. 

In your letter you ask about our 
politics. Bergen Bokkafe is a 
self-run book/record/comicrt- 
ahirt store and don't have any 
ponocai ptanorm dot we aim to 
help spread things that donl 
get into commercial stores at 
affordable prices. (The! means 
we stock English language 
papers like Searchlight. Class 
War. An Phobtochfflapubfctfi 
News etc) 

The reason I wrote to you was 
because I’ve heard that RA 
members have done much of 
tie work of putting AFA togeth¬ 
er which we support a lot. I 
was also curious about your 
ownpoMce. 

After readtog your paper I must 
say I agree with most of what 
you stand for. espectaly your 
strong support of Irish republi¬ 
canism ITs good to see a revo- 


RA 


Dear Red Action. 

As a lapsed member of the 
SWP who found it mcreasmgty 
difficult to accept the lack of 
democracy within tie organisa¬ 
tion. I have read recent articles 
in Red Action with interest In 
particular, the debate between 
yourselves and Workers Power 
regarding the role of the Van¬ 
guard' party and its relation to 
the class spotkghta a number of 
the concerns I felt wNte in the 
SWP The standard response 
to any questions about democ¬ 
racy within the party was 
always in terms of Lenin and 
the Bolshevik Party. It is 
refreshing to read arguments 
that are based on what Marx 
himself wrote. The left in this 
country always seems to prefer 
quotes from Lenin or Trotsky 
rather than from Marx or 
Engels. 

I have bought some recent edi¬ 
tions of the Workers Power 
paper whenever I see it but I 
haven't seen any response to 
your article in Red Action on 
the Paris Commune. I have not 
seen the material you used 
from Marx on the democracy of 
the commune *i any other pub¬ 
lication on the left, which sur¬ 
prises me since it is obviously 
central to any discussion of his 
politics. Can you tell me if the 
debate between Workers 
Power and Red Action is going 
to continue, since I believe the 


lubonary EngKeh group with a 
deer view of tie situation with¬ 
out the anti-republicanism of 
the trotskyites or the oppor¬ 
tune of the anarchists/class 
war 

There is one issue on which I 
don’t agree with you though 
and that’s your analysis of 
Leninism. I think it’s important 
to see tost there’s a great dif¬ 
ference between Trotsky and 
Lenin. Lanin was a true revolu¬ 
tionary who contributed to the 
struggle of the Russian work¬ 
ing class, both practical and 
meoreocai i rowcy own i 
Anyway, this isn’t what’s most 
important to discuss at the 
moment. Now al our efforts as 
revolutionaries must go 
tow a rds building a revolulion¬ 
ary movement within the wotk- 
inn class I think we aoree on 
that. 

I hooa this has answered vour 
ques t ions Send us your paper 
and keep us informed. 

U a nLfie rMi i 

hi SONOaniy, 

Baird Semdstsd 
Postboks 2725, Mehtenpris 
N-5026 Bergen Norway 


issues it raises are of funda¬ 
mental importance to the future 
of toe Marxist left. 

PH 

London 
RA Reply 

Rad Action would ba vary 
happy to continue tha dobato 
to 4s conclusion. The story so 
tor to that the Workers Power 
orgnvaation pubkehed an art- 
cle on Red Acbon accueing ua 
of rejecting the concept of the 
dictatorship of the probtanat 
We replied in a letter to their 
paper which was published (in 
part) alongside a further arbcb 
attacking Red Acton and refer¬ 
ring to whet purported to be 
Marx's position on the Peris 
Commune. Red Action's 
response to hs second attack 
was earned in RA no. 63 WIs 
poKitea our runasmeniBi msnx * 
cal and political inaccuracba in 
the Workers Power account ol 
Marx's position in rebtion to 
the Commune and proletarian 
democracy in general - blun¬ 
ders of such an elementary 
nature that made it difficult to 
accept Workers Power as in 
any sense a Marxist organisa¬ 
tion Despite toe seventy of toe 
criticisms made in RA 's reply, 
Workers Power have chosen to 
keep their heeds below the 
parapet, apparently in an 
attempt to airbrush the entire 
embarrassing episode out of 
exisbnea As they have seen 
fit to make no reply, we eak 
readers of Red Action, as wet 
es rank and fib members of 
Workers Power, to draw their 
own conclusions. It is what 
onenocK names once csiteo 
the curious case of the dog 
tost dtoht berk 

r 


SOLIDBHITV 

Deer Red Action 

You may have heard about Roetock (East Germany) and 
toe radet/laedet mob burning down homee for asykan seek¬ 
ers and refugees 

in these days withfasasm so big in Germany and the whole 
of Europe, Its ever so important for ue to get help from oom- 
rades of other countries! That would be in our case Red 
Action delegates participating in our demo and cultural 
events, possibly hokflng a short s peech on the demo 
Yours, Autonome Anttfa, 

Gdttingen 



UDR FOUR 


Dear Red Action 
Trial by jury end the right to 
silence, whether during police 
questioning or at trial, art 
sakent components which form 

• fundamental prinapto of tow 
tost an accused person is inno¬ 
cent until proven, by due 
process undsr toe rule of lew. 
to be guilty. In the North of 
Ireland we do not have trial by 
jury, we have poMcafty appoint¬ 
ed, case-hardened judges who 
alone act as tribunal of fact and 
tow in Mist is known as Dipiock 
Courts. Suspects do not have 
the right to remain silent, in fact 
should a suspect remain slant 
under polos questioning or/and 
during trial then tois in itself to 
sufficient to obtain a conviction 
under the Criminal Evidence 
(Nl) Order 1968. In effect this 
means tot burden of proof has 
Dean srvneo rrom me prosecu¬ 
tion to the defence and totally 
undarmines lha presumption of 
innooanoa. Moreover, as It now 
stands toe loosely interpreted 
legislation of the Emergency 
Provisions Act’ (EPA) which 
give poioe and the courts wide- 
ranging powers, now demand 
an accused to not just prove 
their innocence beyond reason¬ 
able doubt but. as I will later 
seek to establish, beyond a 
shadow of a doubt 

During detention, suspects are 
questioned for periods of 12-14 
hours a day. Interviews art not 
audio or visually recorded and 
legal representatives are not 
perrmnea to anona police inter¬ 
views of thsir client This prac¬ 
tice has inevitably lad to much 
contention during tha oouraa of 
subsequent trials in which an 
accused has argued that 
alleged uncorroborated verbal 
and written admissions ware 
fabricated by interviewing 
pokes officers Pekoe interview 
era however deny any such 
suggestions by tha accused 
toat they have in lad fabricated 
evidence and es the accused 
has no indeoendent witnesses 

• • tv a njV' *» him iwuuwu 

to beck up these assertions - 
how could thsy, given the dra¬ 
conian rules of detention under 
the EPA? • the trial judge will 
toen convict on toe basis of toat 
uncorroborsted statement. 
Lord Chief Justice Brian HuRon 
said. That it is the duty of toe 
courts to act so as not to defeat 
me wih or parliament 
Prior to the mid 1960's save 
that interviewing pok es officers 

nfSmjj I-. n teallti ax Hi ■ - 1 -^- 

damn Dfuiamy or me Taoncsnofi 
of interview notes • they never 
have • it was impossible to 
refute their evidence and so 
some 60-90% of all Dipiock 
court convictions were obtained 


on uncorroborated evidence 
alone. The emergence of a 
new scientific process known 
as ESDA gave hope to many 
accused awaiting trial who 
viewed it as legally accepted 
independent evidence which 
would establish that interview 
notes nao oeen raoncdteo ana 
this in turn would give toem an 

The case of toe UOR 4 was ref- 
•red back to the Court of 
Appeal under new evidence as 
a result of ESDA tieir case had 
been backed by prominent 
politicians such as Ian Paisley 
and was therefore the focus of 
much madia and public atten¬ 
tion. Tha original trite of toa tour 
it was tha prosecutions con¬ 
tention that el tour were party 
to the touting of Armagh man 
Adrian Carrol. The case tor toe 
prosec u t i on ree l ed on toe basis 
of uncorroborated verbal and 
written admissions (there was 

mMMwxwa eye WffnMS 0VKJ0fiC8 

in toe cast of Nal UMmer). 

All four mada allegations of 
police brutality and stated toat 
interview notes nao oeen non* 
catsd and statamants signed 
by them were dictated by inter¬ 
viewing police officers The trial 
judge rejeoted these claims as 
'lias and nonsense’ and sen¬ 
tenced each to life imprision- 
ment When their cate was 
referred beck to the Court of 
Appeal the judges there ruled 
that ESDA showed conclusive 
proof that notes mada by tha 
police were re-written and that 
false authentications were 
appended to the notes by 
senior police officers. ESDA 
tests also make it clear that 
senior pokoe officers Had atlhe 
trial because they said that 
none of the interview notes had 
been re-written. In light of 
these revelations, the three 
oonvicted on toe basis of unoor- 
roooraieG statements nao metr 
appeals allowed and wara 
freed whilst that of toe fourth 
accuaed. Latimer, was danted. 
Given that it was mitiallty the 
prosecutions' case that al four 
acted in concert it will seem 
strange to many that in spite of 
corroborating avidnee against 
Nail Latimar, toa Appeal Court 
allowed three of the appeals 
against convictions white dirty¬ 
ing tha fourth, Many will ba 
persuaded that his conviction 
had not been proven beyond 
reasonable doubt but then 
•gain, he had not proved Ns 
innocence beyond a shadow of 
a doubt as required of him. 

Andy Galegher 
Long Kesh 
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words that will be written on 


Major declared that 
*The soft option, the devalued 


would be a betrayal of our 
future." 

Ten days later, hie government 
devalued. In July. Chancellor 
Lamont made a keynote 
apeech In which he said: 

It ie patently abeurd to suggest 
that devaluation would allow 
interact rate cuts . . .a realign¬ 
ment could only put interest 
rates up, not down " 

As it happene, before he 
•reakgnetf. Lamont put interest 
rates up.After ha devalued, he 
lowered interest rates. 
Obviously the Treasury 
omens’ in this case (a raven 
perched on the Bank of 
England? • but sterling!) were a 
Httle askew. The boffins would 
get a more coherent economic 
policy If they threw away their 
computer forecasts, and con¬ 
sulted the entrails of a sheep. 
Thoee pathetic little union jacks 
stuck on the top of the money 
market computers hung limply 
by while their operators ripped 
off the rest of us. Waving the 
flag is their way of saying 
screw you’. One currency trad¬ 
er told an interviewer, 

“We’ve had an excellent day 
WeVe made a lot of money." 
What is a 'lot of money' for a 
day's work in financial circles 
nowadays? The artless inter¬ 
viewer prompted, "two hundred 
thousand grand?" The trader 


ANARCHY 
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and antagonistic social rela¬ 
tionships between those who 


do the hard work and those 


the real nature of capitalist 



That's not ten million from 
other traders, the ‘brood of 
gamblers" as Marx called them, 
in the exchange markets casi¬ 
no, but directly from the gov¬ 
ernment, in other words from 
taxes. The same taxes which 
cannot afford to keep hospitals 


Those pathetic little union jacks stuck on the top of the 
money market computers hung limply by while their 
operators ripped off the rest of us. Waving the flag is 
their way of saying ( screw you \ 


This does not mean that the 
interests of the capitalist class 
are themselves harmonious. 
The truth is that the interests of 
the speculative classes are 
antagonistic to the interests 
even of other sections of capi¬ 
talism, i.e. those engaged in 
appropnating profits in manu¬ 
facturing industry. The signifi¬ 
cance of the recent ERM crisis 
is that the financial monopo¬ 
lists in the money markets 
have succeeded in reasserting 
their control against other capi¬ 
talist forces seeking ‘stability’. 
All policies will now be market 
friendly’, public investment wiN 
be strongly discouraged as 
prejudicial to the interests of 
the speculating classes Public 
sector expenditure, in particu¬ 
lar public sector wages, will be 
cut to the bone. 

This in no way represents the 
advocates of investment and 
strong industrial profits as the 
good guys They represent no 
more than a rival pack of dogs 
fighting over the same bone: 
the bone they are fighting for 
consists of the finite profit 
extracted by the exploitation of 
the working people who pro¬ 
duce more value (and so prof¬ 
it) than they get back in wages 
When Thatcher abolished 
exchange controls and deregu¬ 
lated the financial markets, she 
created a system, a 
Frankenstein as it turned out. 
that permitted huge profits to 
be made by a certain section of 
the capitalist class. This class 
consisted principally of clearing 
banks, financial institutions and 
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CRANHILL'S AUDIENCE 
WITH THE KING 



M ilitants election band¬ 
wagon rolled into the 
east end ol Glasgow 
recently, only to be shown a 
rapid exit by the local com¬ 
munity Leaflets were distnb- 
uted announcing that there 
would be open-air meetings 
against water privatisation 
The fact there is a by-elec¬ 
tion and that Scottish Militant 
Labour are standing obvious¬ 
ly had nothing to do with tt.l 
The main attraction was to 
be Tommy Til name the 
names" Sheridan The local 
bears had other ideas 
People living in the damp-rid¬ 
den maisonettes hung plac¬ 


ards on the veran¬ 
das saying, "Militant 
Out" and 'Wa ve 
Been Sold Down 
The River*I These 
were clear refer¬ 
ences to their local 
"Militant* councillor, 
Chic Stevenson, 
who after eight 
years on the city 
council is yet to 
make his mark for 
the people of 
Cranhi. Whilst King 
Tommy’s army is a 
new phenomenon in 
some areas of 
Glasgow, in Cranhill 
they've had the "rev¬ 
olution* for eight 
years Only rhetoric 
distinguishes the 
Militant careerists 
from the Labour 
Party careensts 
A convoy of a car (carrying 
the emperor), a van (the 
army!), and a yuppy ieep 
(the other dignitaries) was 
greeted by a 100-strong hos¬ 
tile crowd As Sheridan 
emerged from the car, to his 
obvious shock he was pelted 
with eggs and potatoes 
They don't do this in Pollock 1 
A squeal of tyres, a screech 
of brakes and the yuppy jeep 
was off, never to be seen 
again! 

The crowd was chanting. 
"Charlie Out!", a reference to 
their local "Bolshevik" coun¬ 
cillor. Tommy Sheridan then 



attempted to address hit 
public on water privatisation 
but before he oould continue 
• local man Intervened: 
*What about prisonera’ 
rights. Tommy? YouVe been 
in the jail for anti-poll tax 
activities and al you dkf was 
harm to the prisoners' cause! 
Why did you insist on wear¬ 
ing prison uniform in the 

Traininn Ca# f n i~4jui kAalAl 

i raining ror rraaoorn nosiei 
in Saughton Jail? That 
undermines the right to wear 
their own gear in the TFF. 
What about the guys in 
Banmnie ngni now a no moir 
conditions? What has 
Militant said about that since 
you got released?" 

Sheridan could only hang his 
head in shame, insisting that 
he was "only* here to talk, 
about water"! By this time the 
whole crowd was shouting at 
him. Tommy got his right to 
free speech and was allowed 
to speak for five minutes on 
the "fat cats who wtt make a 
profit out of water privatisa¬ 
tion". Meanwhile, the kids 
covered his car in Gardyioo 
stickers (the locai campaign 
against privatisation) After 
an extremely boring five 
minutes, the locals had 
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immediately set up t f 5tm- 
paign HO in the locK pub. 
Prom there, he run a brilliant¬ 
ly unconventional but fatally 
flawed camoakm Few would 

imwwu 1 1 wwe vwiihs 

argue that thoee Individuals 
with whom he came into per¬ 
sonal contact, were quickly 
won over by both his charm 
and the logic of hie political 
platform. Tragically, during 
the entire two weeks the sec* 
oon or me electorate so can- 
vaseed was restricted by the 
a tr aUgy of the campaign to 
the residents of the public 
bar! 

On the night of the count, a 
loyal and near-tearful sup¬ 
porter broke the news to the 
still-optimistic candidate who 
had quietly been celebrating 
his victory in advance • 
■THIRTY FIVE VOTES" he 
thundered. "THAT'S THE 
LAST TIME I'LL DO ANY¬ 
THING FOR THOSE BAS¬ 
TARDS!" 

And so Militant's election 
bandwagon rolled on... 
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had enough and told him 
to fuck off! As his 
entourage left the area, 
they were again pelted 
with eggs, potatoes, cans 
and bricks "I almost took 
his head off with a golf 
ball!" said one partkxpant 
So what is all this about? 

Is this evidence of a fas¬ 
cist mob out to beat the 
left? Not quite It points to 
a growing resentment in 
working class communi¬ 
ties against opportunists 
and carpetbaggers Areas 
like Cranhill have been 
used and abused by 
Labour and their lefty fol¬ 
lowers for years The 
result of the anti-Militant 
protest is that the locals 
are standing their own 
candidate on a Gardyioo • 
Stop Water Theft ticket 
Armed with this mandate, 
the candidate adopted by 
this anti-Militant constituency 
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BATTLE FOR 
WATERLOO 


between 800 and 1,000 anti¬ 
fascists on the staion con¬ 
course Scuffles broke out; 
peaked and subsided all over 
the station. First with the fas¬ 
cists then with the police The 
latter who had confidently pre¬ 
dicted they "would keep the fac¬ 
tions apart," began themselves 
to resemble nothing more than 
a supplementary faction' 

"Mad Enough" 

An overheard converstaion 
between a group of excited 
youngsters conveys the flavour 
of the day: "This is brilliant! 
Who organised it?" “I think its 
AFA but it's mad enough to 
have been organised by Red 
Action"! 

The police had clearly lost 
control Shortly after 5pm. 25 
minutes before the fascists had 
been invited by the organisers 
to assemble. Waterloo was 
shut down at the request of the 
station manager If the Battle 
Egr Waterloo had been won. 
the battle for the streets was 
lust beginning 

Freed from any inhibitions the 
existence of secunty cameras 
on the station may have had on 
their behaviour, large mobs ol 
anti-fascists rampaged gleefully 
through the side streets, blend¬ 
ing and splintering as the situa¬ 
tion demanded A 50-strong 
group of manly right-wing casu¬ 
als were trapped beneath a 
foot-bridge Surrounded by 
dozens of police, they were 
forced to face-down a full- 
frontal assault but ontyiust As 
bocks and bottles rained down 


on them from the advancing 
attackers, some fascists at the 
back tried to make a break for 
it A copper screamed,"lf you 
run. we re fucking running noth 
you" 1 

On the perimeters of the sta¬ 
tion. individuals and smaller 
groups of fascists,some on foot, 
some mobile, were picked off 
expeditiously By this time, four 
other stations m the immediate 
vicinity, inlcuding Charing 
Cross, had been "dosed due 
to riots" 

Chaos 

A large number of bone- 
heads arrived on foot via the 
foot-bodge and swelled the fas¬ 
cists numbers to 150. By this 
time all was chaos Football 
fans from Arsenal. QPR, 
Chelsea and Milwall. many 
wearing team colours, supple¬ 
mented one side or the other 
according to their political con¬ 
victions 

Red Action supporters infiltrat¬ 
ed the opposition, mingled 
cheerfully and sieg-heiled" with 
gusto! Skirmishes were fre¬ 
quent. bottles and bocks were 
lobbed into the fascist/police 
crowd with customary disre¬ 
gard The police were visibly 
perturbed They wanted des¬ 
perately to be rid of their 
"escorts" but the stations were 
all closed and the fascists 
themselves had no idea where 
the venue was. It transpired 
that the actual organisers had 
prudently arranged an alterna¬ 
tive redirection point for them¬ 
selves. well protected by a 
mobilisation of similar numbers. 

Funous phone calls were now 
being made by the entrapped 
fascists demanding either they 
be "rescued" or be entrusted 
with the details of the venue. 


Both requests were repeated^ 
denied, the standard reply 
was "Rather than us come to 
Waterloo, you should come to 
Victoria"! With the stations 
closed, the only option was to 
cross the nver However, rather 
than bong them over the bridge, 
the police tried to "smuggle" 
them out via the arches at the 
rear of the south bank complex, 
down Concert Hall approach 
This particular retreat from 
Waterloo was cut off by the 
arrival of 400 anti-fascists at the 
(unction of Belvedere Road 
First the pokceriascists st op p ed 
dead and simply 
stared as the anti¬ 
fascists slowly 
advanced in almost 
complete silence 
Then a bit of pave¬ 
ment slab flew 
through the air and 
a skip was plun¬ 
dered Both sides 
freely exchanged 
missiles Suddenly a 
black youth, one of 
the security stew¬ 
ards. appeared from 
a tunnel, under the 
railway bodge, adja¬ 
cent to where the 
opposition had 
grouped, and with¬ 
out a moment's hes- 
titation began trad¬ 
ing blows with those 
nearest to him They 
were appalled 
Seizing the moment, the anti¬ 
fascists charged It looked bke a 
complete rout as fascists and 
police fled in all directione. 
However, a couple of coppers 
armed with batons and shields 
kept their nerve, raked the oth¬ 
ers and the anti-fascist offen¬ 
sive was blunted 


It was apparently during these 
exchanges that one of the 
chaps from the Millwall firm. 
Tagged or "Tags", collapsed 
with a heart attack* Meanwhile, 
his still able-bodied coileauges 
had come to an indecisive halt 
at the base of Waterloo Bridge. 
Riot police formed a protective 
bamer After five minutes, and 
without any warning, they sud¬ 
denly vanished In panic, the 
'fash* bolted down the ramp 
that runs parallel! to Waterloo 
Bridge Halfway down, they 
shuddered to a halt and then 
reversed at speed when they 


met 300 "Reds" on the way up! 

Exploring back onto the pave¬ 
ment. they ran into scattered 
groups of anti-fascists who had 
optimistically given chase when 
they fled and now found them¬ 
selves outnumbered by 10 to 
one. For a moment the tables 
had turned 

Curiously, it was tha^wce of 


footage • the only one where 
the right-wingers were briefly In 
the asoendancy - that someone 
in the BBC selected as the 
most suitable visible metaphor 
to descnbe the events of the 
day. Cant have Reds" winning 
• it might alienate the middle 
classes 7 

By the time the nght-wmgers 
were herded onto Waterloo 
Bodge, stopping both lanes of 
traffic, hundreds of anti-fascists 
m groups of 50 and 60 had also 
been corralled by police 
beneath it. The abiding memory 
of the day. one that summed up 


police befuddiement through¬ 
out, was the sight of 50 pokce 
wim Datons ana snieias jogging 
up the hi m vxten file, evident¬ 
ly oblivious or by now posstty 
indifferent to similar numbers of 
"anarchos* and "Reds" filing 
past them conspicuously in hot 
pursuit of further prey. 

Eventually, under cover of 


darkness the police escorted 
the crestfallen to Temple tube 
where a train was coman- 
deered About 400 made it to a 
venue in Eltham. SE London, 
though significantly, not wishing 
to lick their wounds in public, 
the press were excluded 

waifjnoo represented an an- 
empt by Britain's far-right in the 
shape of Blood and Honour to 
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emerge TTum meir twinQnt wona 
as their counter-parts have suc¬ 
cessfully done elsewhere and 
go public Once having made 
themselves more a cc essi b le, it 
would once again be realistic to 
consider going commercial By 
plugging the gig and exploiting 
the seemingly endtoss fascina¬ 
tion among sections of the 
media with the far-right, poten¬ 
tial backers could assess the 
real pulling power of 
Screwdriver and . equally 
important, evaluate the pulling 
power of the far-left. 

The following Monday, a 
Blood and Honour organiser, 
dearly frustrated, grumbled to 
the Guardan.The communists 
organise concerts all the time 
and are left alone. We orgenise 
a concert and the Jews, tie left- 
wing and the Government try to 
stop it - so much tor democracy 
... We w* carry on regardless" 
That is self-evident. 

Only four days later, the BNP 
acquired 20 per cent of the vote 
in a by-election on the Isle of 
Dogs The ratchet lumped 
another notch. 

Unpalatable though 4 may be 
for the moderate Trotskyits left, 
it is only the forces grouped 
around AFA that currentfy stand 
b etween the far-right and what¬ 
ever goals they may have set 
tot inero serves 















